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THE LATE LIVERPOOL ANTI-SLAVERY MxETING. 
To the Editor of the Liverpool Mercury. 


Smr,—Since you did me the favour of inserting my last communication, 
the facts presented in it have been controverted. Permit me to have an- 
other corner in reply. 

Whether the authority of his Excellency, Governor Light, adduced in 
that letter, be worthy of consideration or not, must be left to public deci- 
sion. It is sufficient to know that it is the authority of one who has not 
hitherto been regarded as very hostile, either to the plans or the interests 
of colonial planters and proprietors. 

An attempt has been made to weaken our hands by casting discredit on 
the character of Mr. Scoble. Now Sir, personal calumny is no refutation 
of testimony, and the aspersion of an advocate will not disprove the jus- 
tice of the cause he may have espoused. 


1. Let me first address myself to the question of wages mooted by Mr. 
Semple. It will be satisfactory to set his own statements in contra- 
position. 

Extract from the speech of R. Extract froma letter to the Right Honourable 
Semple, Esq., as reported in Lord John Russell, dated Liverpool, No- 
the Liverpool Standard of vember 25, 1839, “signed ‘‘R. Semple 
April 17, and in the Liver- and Co.”—Vide Parliamentary Papers. 
pool Mail of Aprili8, 1840. 1840; 151,p. 48. 

He did not contend or “The following rates of wages and 
maintain that three guildersper allowances were proposed and agreed to on 
diem was too much; all that our estates, viz.:—One guilder, equal to 
he said was this, that it was 1s. 6d., for the task of work termed the 
what his people got: and it was seven hours’ and ahalftask, which is easily 
the minimum of each negro’s performed by industrious men and women 
earnings, on the estates with in from four to five hours; many of the 
which he was connected.” labourers on our estates have occasionally 

performed treble the quantity, for which they 
received 4s.6d. In addition to the wages, 
they are allowed houses, all framed cot- 
tages, with two floors ; as much provision 
ground as they choose to cultivate for their 
own benefit; medical attendance, medi- 
cines, and tuition gratis ; and, to encourage 
them to be industrious and remain con- 
tinuously at work, every one who finishes six 
days’ work receives weekly one bunch of 
plantains, or five pounds of rice, and one 
pound and a half of salt fish, some rum and 
sugar, gratis; and frequently a little pork 
ani tobacco are also allowed, and they are 
encouraged to rear poultry, hogs, and 
vegetables for their own benefit.” 


By the “ six days’ work,” Messrs. Semple and Co., of course mean six 
*‘tasks.” These terms are used by them as they were by Mr. Scoble, 
interchangeably ; and the quibble respecting them, is set aside. On their 
showing, it appears that for each of these, one guilder is fixed by the tariff. 
Thus, Mr. Scoble’s assertion is corroborated. It also appears, that instead 
of ‘three guilders a day,” being “‘ the minimum of each negro’s earnings, 
on their estates, it is only ‘‘ occasionally ” obtained ; and that the man who 
finishes not eighteen tasks, but six, in six days, receives as an encourage- 
ment, certain extra allowances. ‘Thus, Mr. Semple’s statement to the 
meeting is not borne out by the correspondence of the firm with the 
colonial secretary, but the reverse. 

It may, however, be said that this, at any rate, shows that it is possible 
for negros to earn such wages, and that what some may do, all may do. 
Thisis matter of opinion, dependent on varying contingencies; whereas 
the points at issue between Mr. Semple and Mr, Scoble affected not mat- 
ters of possibility, but of fact; not what might be earned, but what had 
been ordinarily earned. The facts of the case then are as the latter 
represented them, respecting the fixed scale of labour and wages. and not 
as the former affirined. What he (Mr. Semple) declared to be the general 
principle is proved, under his own signature, to be only of occasional 
occurrence, 


2. As to the late decrease in the exports, it is asserted in the most 
unqualified terms, that, “the deficient yield of the crop, is entirely 
attributable to the indolence of the negros, and not to the seasons.” 

Now, whatis the testimony of governor Light? In a despatch of July 16th 
1839, he says: —“ The lengthened drought of thelast and the beginning of 
the present quarter, would have caused diminished crops in Essequibo and 
Demerara, under the most coerced system of labour.” I refer again to that 
of October 15th, 1839 :—* From the unfavourable season, during a portion 
of the year, the canes have yielded one-third less than usual.” 

Concerning the labouring people, be observes, in a despatch of January 
30th, 1839,—** Where tact, judgment, and conciliation have excited a 
corresponding” feeling, doer is obtained ; and 1 could mention 
more than one estate that has made more sugar this year, than in the most 
favourable years of po pega ol So in that of April 26th, 1839,— 
“‘ The good feeling, not to say devotion, of the negros on many of the 
estates, has been evinced strongly within the last three or four weeks, in 











arresting the alarming progress of the conflagration of the woods and 

savannahs, which form a belt round most of the estates.” Again, in that 

of December 2nd, 1839,—“I have great satisfaction in reporting that a 

much more steady disposition to work continually is evinced in all parts of 

the colony, even on estates less fortunate in their mode of management.” 
Confirmatory of this is the following. 


Extract from the address of Governor Light to the Court of Policy, which met 


on the 28th January, 1840 :— 


“ Tt is notorious that for three or four months of the past year not only 
were the canes unproductive, but in many parts of the country the means 
of conveyance from the field to the sugar works were arrested by the want 
of water in the trenches. The decrease cannot, therefore, be entirely 
ascribed to the change in our social system. I trust the produce of the 
present year will, by its proportionate increase, give reason for con- 
gratulation. The receipts of import and internal duties have far exceeded 
their estimated produce, and the civil list has been nearly covered by the 
surplus Customs alone.” 

In that address the governor does not hesitate to ‘‘ bear testimony to the 
conduct of the labouring population. That they are less constant in their 
industry than when coerced,” he observes, ‘‘ was to be expected ; that 
they are so industrious, is a subject of gratulation. Their cheerfulness 
and contentment dissipate the fears of many, and exceed the hopes of all.” 
ng - * — ** Your colony. is remarkable for a small amount of crime, 
and there are but few cases of an aggravated nature. Your peasantry are 
submissive, obey the law, and respect authority. At these latter qualities 
we may marvel—and my opinion will find its way to the mother country— 
when we consider the bad example systematically set by those whose 
station in society ought to restrain them.” 

These proofs will show how far the sweeping denial of the effect of bad 
seasons, and the unlimited imputation cast upon the labouring class, are at 
variance with the truth. Z 

The prosperity of the colonies, so recently relieved from the load of 
guilt that attaches to slavery, cannot, however, be estimated by the exports 
of a few years ;—years in which the entire social system is undergoing the 
necessary re-organization, and in which the elements of a new state of 
things are working into order and regularity : but by the ultimate results, 
when that system shall have become permanently consolidated, the various 
ranks duly arranged, and the movements of all classes of the community 
harmoniously adjusted. New moral forces have been generated—new 
necessities occasioned—new channels for the employment of industry and 
capital opened ; and it only remains for those who held sway under the 
former economy, so to adapt themselves to the present, as to secure that 
confidence which is now lacking, by reason of the bitterness of past 
experience among the emancipated, in order to give an impulse to all that 
is productive of wealth, peace, and happiness. 


5. Passing now to the Hill Coolies, I leave the facts to speak for 
themselves. 

(1) Is it denied that, in many instances, they have been obtained by 
fraud, and secured by force? The judicial proceedings, instituted before 
J. H. Patton, Esq., a magistrate, in British India, distor the month of 
July, 1838, furnish a — On the 29th of June, Sergeant Floyd, 
accompanied with Mr. Dias, the magistrate’s clerk, the Balaguhtee Jemedar, 
and a suitable guard, undertook an investigation, by whom the following 
evidence was produced in court :— 

They found certain “ inhabitants and residents of Bancoorah and Soo- 
namookie, who had been taken by force and brought down to Calcutta. 
They stated that they were arrested by a guard of thirty or forty persons, 
who said that they were government servants, and were ordered to impress 
men for government work in Calcutta. That on their arrival there, the 
were deposited in the house which belongs to Rampershaud Baboo; (a kid- 
napper ;) that since their imprisonment, they were not allowed to have 
any communication with strangers, and the whole of the prisoners were 
similarly situated.” 

‘‘ One man made severe complaints of having for several days received 
on his bare back so many as thirty thumps with a jootab, and bis back and 


cheeks were much swollen from the flagellation. Several Rajpoots said, © 


that they were intercepted by the Duffadars on the road to J cng to 
which place they were proceeding on a pilgrimage. The whole of the men 
prayed for their release, and suid they were detained against their will by 
Rampershaud Baboo and his people.” 

On the 30th, the search was renewed. In a building: on the Seealdah 
road, which they had difficulty in entering, the officers found several Coolies, 
who “ complained of treatment similar to what has been described. They 
all said that they were enticed from their country and kept against their 
will; that they were averse to proceeding to sea, and would not go if the 
Hakims would protect them.” 

Sixty-four men and women were rescued on these two ef and to the 
contents of the report, from which these extracts are made, Sergeant Floyd 
was sworn, 

On Tuesday, July 3, Mohun Singh, being duly sworn, deposed, that be 
was induced to accompany two men, named Chollairam and Assawur Garre, 
by the offer of employment in Calcutta. “*On 


nent discov the deceit, as deponent was carried to Assawur’s house, 
and continued a prisoner there for upwards of two months and fifteen days. — 





ns 


reaching Calcutta, depo- ».. 
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Deponent objected to be shipped, 
Deponent was not allo to do : 
money from the duffadar of an “person, but th 

deponent one rupee and five annas in cash, one brass Jotah and a doputtah, 


which the duffader refused to ‘deliver up. Ds 


Assa 5 the who was informed by d t of all 
that Pabete Rated Bed she ebolcadtope Doptocartere, Dept 
nent farther said, that he was never willing on board a ship, 


and is not willing now todo so. He therefore craves the protection of 
this court.” 

Pursun Gowallah, on being duly sworn, deposed : “ that he was returning 
after the feast of Dole Jatrath, from Juggernauth. That on arriving at 
Mednipore he met a Chuprassee, belonging to the collector’s office of that 
district, named Chandkbhan, who asked him if he wanted employment. 
Deponent said be was a Gowallah. Chand said a Gowallah’s situation was 
vacaiit ata Sahib’s house. Deponent replied, that he had heard at Jugger- 
nauth, that several men had been kidnapped by duffadars, and feared Chand 
wanted to ship him. Chand said he knew nothing of the duffadars, and 
otherwise made deponent believe he would obtain for him the berth of a 
Gowallah. Chand took deponent to the house of one Thakoordoss and one 
Narain. Chand went away, and deponent remained with the last men- 
tioned men five or six days ; after which Thakoordoss said he was proceed- 
ing to Calcutta, and would give deponent the situation promised by Chand. 
Deponent agreed, and Narain produced seven other men, all of whom 
came together to Calcutta. Deponent and the rest of the men were depo- 
sited in the house of Rampershaud Baboo. Two men escaped, and 
deponent heard that five were shipped off. Deponent was rept a close 
prisoner for four months, was never allowed to step out of the house. 

was carried to the house of a Sahib about a month ago, but on 
refusing to be anpeet was taken back to Rampershaud Baboo’s, where 
Thakoordoss, told deponent there was no other employment but as a Coolie 
to Mauritch ; and as he would not consent to go, deponent was severely 
flagellated by Thakoordoss.” Testimony of the same kind was given, on 
oath, by several other victims of the duffadars and crimps. 

On the 2nd of August, twenty-six Coolies were liberated by the police, 
and brought before the same magistrate. The depositions show that 
** the men were being shipped by force, that they never voluntarily con- 
sented to be shipped, and that they were kept close prisoners by the 
duffadars.” 

Sir William Nicolay, governor of Mauritius, in a dispatch of May 
21, 1839, bears witness:—‘‘ That very nefarious practices have been 
resorted to, in many instances, to procure labourers for embarkation for 
this island, is beyond all doubt ; and many have been sent hither, who, on 
their arrival, have been found unequal to any labour whatever.”—[{Vide 
Parli papers, 1840; 58, p. 7.] 

2. Is it affirmed, moreover, that the provisions for their voyage have 
been adequate and comfortable? Then, why should the captain of more 
than one vessel, employed in their transportation, declare tha 
should induce them to take down such another cargo?’ What should con- 
strain one of them to say,—" This is the first and the last time I have 
oo or will go siaving?’ James Scott, commander of the “ Earl of 

lare,” thus entered his protest against the traffic, in an honest and im- 
portant letter to the editor of the Bombay Gazette, on July 21, 1838 :— 
‘* Although the men pass before a magistrate, who pays every attention to 
them, yet he never gets at the whole truth of the story. Before the men 
are shipped, they are kept in a go-down, ready, under guards, for fear of 
desertion ; yet many frequently escape, and any man is crimped that they 
can possibly get hold of, to make up the original number. Now comes 
the misery F thoes creatures. They have no idea but that the voyage 
will be the same as sailing down the G ; and generally ships are 
crammed almost to suffocation, and many, I believe, have scarcely stand- 
ing room below for them. ‘The officer’s receipt is given, and the com- 
mander of the vessel is called-on to sign a bill of lading for so many a 
head, running in the usual form, ‘ shipped, in good order, and well con- 
ditioned,’ &c., ‘ and to be delivered at the aforesaid port of Mauritius in 
like good order.’ ‘This, I think, becomes something near akin to slavery. I 
have just arrived from Mauritius, it having been our misfortune to have 
been chartered in Calcutta for that island ; and much against the wish of 
my worthy owners here, I took down 486 men and women. We cer- 

ly had room; namely, the whole of the main deck. I lost twenty- 
four by death on the passage, and considered myself fortunate in not being 
placed under quarantine on my arrival at Port Lous ; a8, some days after 
Treached the place, the Donna Pascoa came in from Calcutta, and was 
placed under quarantine—a full ship, and upwards’of 500 souls on board, 
including the ship’s company. Thus, @fter making the passage, they 
were prohibited from landing, which to a seafaring man, is bad enough, 


_ but how much worse must it be to those landsmen, without any comforts, 


crowded together in a ship, and debilitated by the voyage? The men, in 
consequence, began to despond, and several cases of death took place 
before my friend Captain Hancock was allowed to land them. I promise 
oa Editor, that it is the first and the last time I have gone, or will go 
slaving.” 

Well might the Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot, and Co., inform Mr. 
Gladstone, in the letter dated Calcutta, June 6th, 1836, that they “ are 
not aware that any greater difficulty would | apes itself in sending men 
to the West Indies than to the Mauritius, the natives being perfectly igno- 


‘rant of the place they agree to go to, or the length of the voyage the 
_ are undertaking.” —{ ‘ ZZ 


ide Parli Papers, 1838 ; 232, p. 3.] 

3. Is it denied that the females were shamefully disproportioned to the 
males? ‘‘In Demerara,” says Mr. Gladstone, in a fetter published in 
the same rs, to Messrs, Gillanders, Arbuthnot and Co., dated London, 
March 10th, 1837, ‘‘ the females are employed in the fields as well as the 
men, and if the female Coolies will engage to work there, a larger pro- 
portion may be sent, say two women to three men, or if desired, equal 
numbers. But, if they will not engage to work there, then, the propor- 
tion sent to the Isle of France, of one female to nine or ten men, for 


cooking or washing, is enough.” 


t “ nothing | 


.it be matter of surprise, that. ag ry TED discovered, should 
hail their de oh vg ¢ anoge es of the kid rs, and from 
sui ery? in evi before the Indian police courts, 
that ‘‘ on the gentlemen approaching, a crowd of Coolies rushed out, 
exclaiming for justice and protection; and declaring that they would 
rather have their throats cut, than be sent on 5 a ‘¢ They fixed on 
two of the Brejobasses, who they alleged, had beat them eir attempt- 
ing to godown stairs. men denied that any of the Coolies had been 
beaten or prevented leaving the house. Mr. H. then explained to the 
Coolies, that as the Brejobasses denied that they had detained them, 
those who liked to go away might do so at once. This was received with 
a great shout, and in a few minutes the whole of them, without one 
exception, gathered their bundles and rushed down the stairs.” 

4. Is it denied that many have been injuriously maltreated; and, in 
sickness, neglected? ‘‘ It certainly is proved,” is the declaration of 
Governor Light,ina despatch of May 8, 1839, ‘‘ that the Coolies on Vreed- 
en-hoop had been subject to chastisement by the interpreter, totally un- 
authorized by law.” To what extent did this proceed? To “ flogging 
with the cat-o’nine-tails, and with a rope.” Some were flogged ‘‘ with 
their hands tied behind their backs,” others ‘‘ with their breast to— 
the post.” 

Nor will it be disputed that the condition of the patients in the sick- 
house of Belle Vue was afflictive to so great a degree as to render their 
removal necessary. Governor Light says, in his despatch, dated June 27, 
1839, “‘ I have had the honour of forwarding documents respecting the 
Coolies on Belle Vue and Vreed-en-hoop. On the former estate there 
has been gross neglect on the part chiefly of the late manager and medical 
man, Dr. Nimmo. The attorney, Mr. Matthews, to say the least, has 
been culpably careless in his superintendence.’ [Vide Parliamentary 
Papers, 1839; 463, p.109.] The particulars of the twenty-seven cases, 
taken down to the colonial hospital, abundantly prove the correctness of 
his Excellency’s judgment. 

The state of the Coolies in the Mauritius will be found, on a careful 
examination of the evidence officially furnished, (notwithstanding every 
attempt to make it appear otherwise,) to be even more intolerable. 

I appeal, sir, to any man of unbiassed judgment, whether in seeking 
to obstruct the progress of a system of deception and violence, such as 
Coolie kidnapping and shipping, we are depriving those unfortunates of 
their freedom of labour, as is asserted; whether in labouring to avert 
these injuries and calamities, we are maintaining an unrighteous cause ? 

Why are the Coolies characterized by Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot, 
and Co., as a race “‘ looked down upon by the more cunning nations of 
the plain, and as always spoken of as more akin to the monkey than the 
man,’’—*- with hardly any ideas beyond supplying the wants of nature ;” 
if it be not to indicate that they are the more fitting and ready prey to 
that system? Why are the women so disproportioned in numbers to 
the men, unless it be intended that in the necessary failure of natural 
increase to perpetuate the trade? 

“I confess,” says the Right Honourable the Secretary for the Colonies, 
in a despatch of Fetevary 15, 1840, “I should be unwilling to adopt any 
measure to favour the transfer of labourers from British India to Guiana, 
after the failure of the former experiment. Admitting that the mortality 
of the Hill Coolies first sent may have been accidental, I am not prepared 
to encounter the responsibility of a measure which may lead, on the one 
hand to a dreadful loss of life, or, on the other, to A NEW SYSTEM OF 
SLAVERY.—Vide Parliamentary , 1840; 151, p. 43.] 

Deeply do I deplore the necessity of such prohibitory terms, in a land, 
and to men, professing to revere the authority of the God of love, and to 
adopt the principles of the gospel of peace. 

4. As to the general question of emigration, let it be remembered that 
no veto has been put upon it; but that the mode by which it shall be 
regulated is now the subject of most anxious deliberation. It is encum- 
bered with great difficulties, but I hope that it will be, ere long, so 
—— as to secure the well being of our colonies, and the unimpaired 

eedom of the labouring population. 

The despatch of Lord John Russell is too long to insert, and the entire 
of its contents must be read, to do justice te ‘us lordship. It indicates 
an enlightezed, equitable, sound, ra humane policy. At some future 
day I may more fully refer to its authority. 

It must be borne in mind, that a labouring population will be found, as 
a permanent class, in every country; and it only requires time and care, 
on the part of influential residents, so to settle the new order of society, 
as to secure from that class volun’ and productive aid. Its members 
cannot all become suddenly independent, so as to live without the hire of 
their labours ; and it is gratifying to be assured by the Governor of British 
Guiana, that “many of the labourers who have purchased the land on 
which they have erected their cottages, do not abandon field-labour.” 
[Vide Porlionentecy papers, 1840; 151, p. 26.] What is now necessary 
to the employers and the employed is, the sincere and well-founded con- 
viction, produced in the minds of the latter by the considerate dealings 
of the former, that there is now an identity of interest, and a reciprocity 
of benefit, such as could never exist or be tolerated in slavery. This con- 
viction time will deepen; and as a gradual increase of the population pro- 
ceeds, the coming generation will learn from its predecessors to estimate 
its duties and its rights,’and to pursue the advantage of the entire commu- 
nity in securing its own prosperity. x4 

*¢ But supposing everything to be done, which, by bounties.on immi- 
gration, by locating captured negros, and natural increase of population, 
can be expected, it will still remain a problem, whether it would be possi- 
ble to maintain sugar cultivation to its former extent,—for this is what is 
meant by the term ‘ prosperity ;’ while, on the other hand, the term ‘ ruin’ 
is used to designate,—not the poverty of the people, not the want of food 
amd raiment, not even the absence of riches or luscury, but simply the decrease 
of sugar cultivation.”—Lord John Russell. 

Sir,—I am cautioned against ing to the authority of Mr. Scoble. 
Much as I value my friend for his Christian character, and his testimony 
for its clearness and honesty, I do not rest my convictions on any indivi- 
dual statements; they are based on an extended review of the highest 
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The following are specimens of this proportion:—The shipments from | authorities, to which exception may be taken by the interested, but to 
¥ EES Calcutta to the Mauritius, from August 1st, 1834 to October 24th, 1838, | which the full importance will be attached by the people of Britain. 

m -) ere 12,994,men, 198 women, 51 children. From Ragah-munday,| [am reminded that it is my duty to look to the enslaved in other quar- 

egkween June ist, 1837, and August 25th, 1838, they were 434 men, | ters of t!e globe. Every bondsman has my «gat every enslaver my 

: =e Fomen.. The numbers conveyed by the phn agg from Calcutta to | prayers, that ‘‘God would have mercy on the tor, and turn his 

tyes Guiana, were 155 men, 5 women, 10 children. heart.” To this cause I was, at the first, unexpectedly and providentially 
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ealled; to it my days and energies are consecrated, in common with the 
*« ministry I have received of the Lord Jesus,” and in it I will, by Divine 
help, labour that “‘ every captive may go free.” For the millions of the 
oppressed we are afresh girding on the armour ;—for them we have re- 
organized the body of British abolitionists ;—for them we are convening a 
great assembly, that no means may be left untried to discourage all slave 
produce,—to destroy all slavery,—that the infamous traffic in human flesh 
and ‘immortal spirits may no longer desecrate and vex the earth. We 
desire so to act in this grand enterprise, however, as to secure the free 
ground we have gained, and not to incur the rebuke, ‘‘ These things ought 
ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”—Your’s, &c., 


Liverpool, April 30, 1840. Witiiam Bevan. 





WEST INDIES. 


Jamaica.—The despatch of the new governor of this colony, 
under date of October 16th, we insert entire in our present columns, 
although extracts from it have been inserted before, that it may be 
perused in connexion with the observations we have deemed it 
right to make upon it. From the sound practical wisdom of 
much that he says, in answer to the congratulatory addresses 

uring in upon him on every side, we were not quite prepared 

r such an effusion of illiberality as that document contains. 
We had perused with considerable satisfaction, the answer of his 
Excellency to the address of the custos, magistrates, and other 
inhabitants of the parish of Manchester, a sentence or two from 
which we insert: — 

The dissatisfaction of the peasantry on the subject of rent, appears to 
proceed partly from disinclination to pay any rent for houses and grounds, 
which in the state of slavery they occupied without any such charge, and 
partly from the manner in which rent on most properties is regulated, 
solely with a view to the exaction of labour. 

This dissatisfaction may, pechaps, be in some degree removed by the 
landholders of the island themselves. From all that I have seen and 
heard in the several parishes of the island, I am persuaded tbat it is for the 
interest of the landholder, as well as for the happiness of the peasant, that 
the former should grant to the latter a more certain tenure of house and 
ground, than it is generally customary to give; fixing the rent according 
to the value of the house and ground ; taking the rent from one person 
only, and abstaining altogether from the practice of making amount of 
rent subservient to the procuring of labour. I should have great hope 
that by either selling a small portion of land to the peasant, or by giving 
a lease of house and grounds for a year or more, subject to a six 
months notice to quit, not only’ would the peasant be relieved from 
the uncertainty and discomfort which he at present experiences on this 
question, but the landlord would have a better chance of obtaining labour, 
either by contract or otherwise, than he ever will have in the state of 
¢onstant bickering and heart-burning, which the daily struggle regarding 
labour and rent, connected together, infallibly engenders. 


The following is the despatch, addressed to the Marquis of Normanby, 
King’s House, 16th October, 1859. 

My Lorp,—I am about to submit to your lordship such ideas on the 
state of this island as I at present entertain, derived from the little know- 
ledge that I have acquired since my arrival, and not therefore entitled to 
much weight.—Nevertheless it seems to be my duty to offer them, in pre- 
ference to total silence on a subject so interesting and important. 

When the freedom of the slaves was established, the great question that 
agitated the island was, on what terms free labour could be obtained for 
the cultivation of the estates, from which the wealth of Jamaica has hitherto 
been derived. It naturally became the interest of the owners of properties 
to obtain labour on the cheapest, and that of the labouring population to 
sell it on the dearest terms ; and astruggle with these opposite views coms 
menced between the two parties. 

1. The practice which prevailed in slavery, of granting grounds to the 
labourers, from which they derived the means of subsistence, in esculents 
for themselves and their families, and by the sale of the surplus produce 
gave a great advantage to the labourers when they acquired Toole as it 
rendered them in a great degree independent of lesous, and enabled them 
to hold out terms, The proprietors could not hold out with the same 
safety, for the wnt of labour on their properties, at some, if not all periods 
of the year, must have been ruinous. The wages of labour, therefore, 
have hitherto settled more at the will of the labourer than at that of 
his employer; and this must continue to be the case until a great increase 
of the labouring population shall make labour cheaper; or unti! such a 
number of properties shall be thrown out of cultivation by the impossibility 
of meeting the expense, as may produce the same effect as an increase in 
the labouring population. 

2. It isto be hoped that the utter ruin of estates will not take place to 
any great extent; but it is confidently predicted that it must in many in- 
stances. The proprietors, accustomed to pay for labour by the method of 
provision grounds with little outlay of money, and perhaps none until the 
value of their crop had been secured, find it difficult, if not impossible, to 
raise the means of paying the labourers daily or weekly, and that too, 
without the certainty of obtaining labour when it may be most required, 
for the labourers are shy of entering into engagements. 

, 3. The labourers in some parts of the country work for only four days 
in the week, requiring Friday and Saturday for the cultivation of their own 
- grounds ; and as the best season for cultivation will often be the same for 
their own grounds as for those of their em loyer, exercising their right to 
work or not to work, and not choosing to bind themselves by any contract 
it cannot be matter of surprise if they prefer their own interests to those of 
their employer. It is, I understand, often necessary to bribe highly, in 
order to procure labour on Fridays or Saturdays, or at the critical periods of 


Crop. 

4. There is, I fear, no doubt, that owing to these causes great loss has 
been and will be sustained on many of the estates, chiefly in the 
plantations, where continuous labour is most indispensable. This is. not 
so much the case in the coffee plantations; and I have seen statements 
showing erp ae pn a of ae by free labour, is c than it 
was during slavery iceship—a result which it would be most, 
gratifying to find Zenerslly satablisher. 





5. As a counterpoise to the power of the labourers over wages, the pro- 
prietors have that of c ng ent for the houses and grounds tenanted by 
the labourers, and this right is often exercised with a view to counter- 
balance as much as possible, the payment of wages, and not with refe- 
rence purely to the value of the house and grounds. Thus, in many 


instances, the rent of a house is charged, not at a rate fixed for the house, | 


but at a rate fixed for each occupant of the house. These counter claims 
for rent and wages keep up much irritation aud litigation; but will, it is 
to be hoped, in time be settled on the basis of mut-ia! interest, 

6. With respect to the party most to blame in these disputes, it is diffi- 
cult to arrive at the truth where party-spirit so much prevails, Were I to 


give implicit credit to some official reports that I have received, I should ' 


conclude, that whenever affairs on an estate went wrong, the manager 
must be to blame, and that the labourers were never unreasonable; while 
from other quarters I have a totally different statement. I conclude that 
the truth lies probably between the two extremes, and that the patience of 
either party is occasionally tried. Much, no doubt, must depend on the 
character of the manager. 

7. The obvious remedy for the power possessed by the labourer over 
wages, and for his independence of labour, being the resumption of his 
grounds, which the proprietor bas a right to resume, it may be asked why 
the exercise of this right is not had recourse to, as in fact the instances of 
yg ro have been comparatively few. For this there are several reasons ; 

@ proprietor or manager still clings to the idea that the tenants on his 
estate will continue to labour for him exclusively. He is not, therefore, 
disposed to eject them, but seeks to make their houses and grounds the 
means of securing their labour at the least cost. It is felt also that eject- 
ment, carried generally into effect, would be harsh and cruel, and might 
drive the labouring population to desperation ; for hx! are peculiarly te- 
nacious of those possessions to which they are natu ly much attached ; 
and in the purchase of fire arms, which has lately taken place among them, 
whilé one party is of opinion that it proceeds from a love of sport, the 
other asserts that it is avowedly for the defence of their houses and 

ounds, 
et In some instances labourers have purchased small lots of land, and 
thus become proprietors. I should be glad if this were a general practice. 
It would put an end to the causes of irritation, which may continue to 
exist while they hold their houses and grounds on an uncertain tenure, 
while it would not necessarily throw them out of the labouring class, their 
properties not being sufficiently large to exempt them entirely from the 
necessity of seeking other means of support; where they are tenants on 
the properties of others they are anxious to obtain leases for their grounds, 
which the proprietors are willing to give, if the labourers would enter into 
engagements to labour for similar periods ; but the latter are averse to 
any contracts with respect to labour, and the former, or their represen- 
tatives, do not like to relinquish the hold which they consider themselves 
as having on the labourers, by keeping them as tenants-at-will. 

9. I do not perceive any remedy for this state of things, except what 
time and a mutual sense of self-interest may supply. I should a 
that legislation can do little or nothing towards amendment and that it will 
be most advisable to let these matters take their natural course. If justice 
be fairly administered to all parties, they will, it may be hoped, come to a 
right understanding among themselves. z a 

10. In attempting to describe the present relations between proraaers 
and labourers, 1 beg to be understood as speaking only generally. There 
are no doubt numerous exceptions with which { may become better 
acquainted hereafter. 

1. This natural struggle between proprietors and labourers has been 
attended with discord ‘iad vitwlenos between other classes of society. 

The Baptist missionaries have made themselves peculiarly obnoxious to 
the proprietors, by the advice and aid which they are supposed to have 
given to the labowrers. . 

It seems very possible that the intervention of a third party between 
the two immediately concerned, giving its support to one, may have pre- 
vented a settlement that would otherwise bave taken place favourable to 
the other, or equally fair to both; and it is quite natural that the proprie- 
tors should dislike this interference in a matter of such vital interest to 
their properties ; it may also have operated to cause distrust and resentment 
between the interested parties, which is a serious evil; but at the same 
time it was natural that the labourers should seek the advice of the pastore 
and ministers, who bad evinced a great interest in their welfare—had 
weaned them from their barbarous superstitions, and had opened to them 
the blessings of Christianity ; and it was not unnatural that, under these 
circumstances, advice should be given ; and it may be, that without the 
advice and support of their ministers, the emancipated population might 
have fared worse in their dealings with their former masters, or might, 
from disappointment, have followed desperate courses. Considering what 
might possibly have happened without the influence of the ministers over 
their flocks, it is not easy to estimate the full value of the operations of 
the missionaries of all denominations ; but it seems undenia le that the 
Baptists have pursued a course different from that of all other missionaries, 
for I hear no reproach uttered against the Wesleyan, Moravian, P 
terian, or Church of England missionaries. ‘The Baptists alone have 
become a political party, and caused themselves to be regarded as hostile 
to the proprietary interests. From the partizanship which they have 
evinced, they have, it may be presumed, greater influence than any other 
sect in this island, and are preparing, 1 am informed, to influence the 
elections on a dissolution of the Assembly, when such of the emancipated 
population as may be duly qualified to vote, will become entitled to vote. 

12. If the political power exercised by the Baptists be an evil—and 
Iam disposed, generally speaking, to think that it is an evil, whenever 
the ministers of religion deviate from their purely religious functions, 
to take part in the strife and broils of political parties—it 1s an, evil which 
does not admit of any present remedy. Either their influence will diminish 
from their flocks not liking the amount requisite for the support of their 
church establishment, or it will continue to increase by the activity of the 
Baptists drawing more into their fold. In the latter case, whether their 
influence be a bane or a blessing to the country, must depend on the spirit — 
in which it is exercised. On the whole, although I esteem the conduct of 
the otber missionaries, in confining themselves to their religious duties, © 


and abstaining from political strife, as more admirable and more ‘beneficial - 


the country than that of the Bapiists, nevertheless, if the good andthe » 
evil dane by the latter were to be weighed against each other, the good, I 
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“Goiiceive, would preponderate. The benefit of religious instruction and 


Lg : of its moral consequences, seems sufficient to warrant that conclusion. 

| ie spend baat Bags report £ freq t : 
A > sti iary magistrates, w $ are mos uent chan- 
| a Its deleemations poossencd by, the governaient, es being orderly 
E and irreproachable ; and I see no reason to doubt the truth of their repre- 


sentations. Particular instances of an opposite character have come under 
my notice since my arrival ; but I trust, and believe that they are excep- 
tions to the general rule.—The generally tranquil state of the country, 
without any police, is a strong proof of the present peaceable disposition of 
the inhabitants. The character, however, acquired by thé people in their 

4 transition from slavery to freedom, seems.to be more that of independence 

: than of submission to the will of others. They are, I imagine as in- 
dependent and Sule and as little subservient as any labouring popula- 
tion in the world. They are also, as faras I can see, cheerful and merry, 
They are generally, in this neighbourhood, with smiling faces and civil 
tongues, and seem pleased with being noticed. 

14. The stipendiary magistrates are a class, with individual exceptions, 
offensive to the proprietary interest. This is not surprising. The magis- 
tracy of the country consisted vy exclusively of ex cies or 
their representatives, performing their duties gratuitously, The special 
justices or stipendiary magistrates, were thrust among them purposely to 
protect the apprentices inst them, and, with exclusive powers for that 
purpose. Their services have been continued with similar views regarding 
the free labourers. ‘These arrangements were no doubt necessary. It was 
scarcely possible to entrust the dispensation of justice entirely to those who 
were themselves so much interested in the question likely to arise for de- 
cision, Nevertheless, the establishments of stipendiary magistrates was 

xtremely grating to the landed interests, and, added to the abolition of 
slavery, became a second revolution in the island. The annoyance was 
aggravated in a great degree, partly by the inexperience and unfitness of 
some of the stipendiary magistrates, and partly by their receiving a bias, 
from the purpose for which they were appointed, and by their regarding 
themselves rather as protectors of the labourers than as dispensers of 
equal justice to all parties—The labourers, understanding the purpose of 
the domination of stipendiary magistrates, looked to them exclusively for 
justice ; and the latter, acting under the immediate direction of the gover- 
nor, and furnishing him with continual representations of oppression on 
the part of the proprietors or their agents, a state of things was produced 
very unsatisfactory. The bulk of the magistrates of the island were dis- 
trusted by the government ; and together with the class to which they 
belonged, became generally disgusted. The continuance of such feelings 
is much to be deprecated. A magistracy divided into two parties hostile 
to each other—one party distrusted by the government and the lower 
orders, and the other distrusted by all the aristocracy, presents a picture 
which cannot be contemplated with gratification, This subject engages 
my anxious attention, but I do not at present clearly see a remedy. There 
is a disposition, I understand, likely to show itself in the House of As- 
sembly, to form local courts, under ns quelified by legal knowledge, 
and free from self-interest, to be at ay adequate salaries. If any arrange- 
ment of the kind could be devised, affording real justice to the people, 
and palatable to the landed interest, I sheald think it advisable to en- 
courage it. 

15. I trust that nothing that I have said will be construed as imputing 
blame to the stipendiary magistrates. They have been placed in a very 
delicate and arduous position—one which required that every individual 
holding it should be gifted not only with legal knowledge and strict impar- 
tiality, but also with peculiar tact, temper, and discretion, and the power 
of sweetening a bitter potion. It was not to be expected that all could 
come up to this standard ; some have conducted themselves admirably, 
and have apparently given satisfaction to all classes of the community 
among whom they have been placed. If others have received a bias from 
pk ea of their appointment, and leaned too much to one side, it was 
a} al error. I do not suppose that they have, in any instance, inteaded 
‘to commit injustice. I have no reason to be dissatisfied with the conduct 
of the stipendiary magistrates generally, as far as it has officially come 
under my notice. 

16. Your lordship is aware that the legislature will meet on the 22nd 
inst. I am informed that the House of Assembly will come prepared to 

to business with good wil]; but as the members must naturally 
be imbued with the spirit of the constituency that they represent, and of 
which they are themselves for the most part influential leaders, and as 
there is much rankling from past circumstances, it is impossible at present 
to antici the result of approaching s@gsion. Mr. Panton, it is 





s saedinteh deniabateh sate states satanic 


su will be the speaker, and is generally understood to be as fit as 
any in the assembly for that office. T have, &c., ° 
C. T. Mercatre. 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE ABOVE DESPATCH, 


Our fears are realized : Sir Charles Metcalfe, Governor of Jamaica, has 
thrown himself into the hands of the planters, and is giving full proof of 
his utter incapacity, or, what is worse, his indisposition to carry into full 
effect the nec measures for securing to the liberated bondsmen their 
unquestionable rights. We feel it to be our duty, therefore, to sound the 
alarm, lest our silence should be construed into acquiescence, in the 
course he has pursued, and which cannot fail to terminate disastrously to 
the cause of freedom, and to the general interests of the colony. 

The design of the present government in its attempt to suspend 


ie Pe 
on 


3 the legislature of Jamaica, for a limited period, was to enact such laws as 


the exigencies of the island, and the liberty and welfare of all classes in it 
required, In this, however, they were defeated, and, as a consequence, 
Sir Lionel Smith, whose firmness and decision had kept the rampant spirit 
of slavery in check, was recalled, and Sir Charles Metcalfe was sent 
thither to allay the storm which had been raised. This has been done ; 
but at what cost to liberty, remains yet to be seen. 


‘The spirit with which he intended to carry on his government, might be 
gated fom hs opening speach to tho cotumacioenTogclatae of te 





depend. Or those T implicitly rl ag well as on your patrioti 





‘its close, he condescended to flatter that ~~ when he thus 
, and experience that | removal of the stipendiary magistrates. 

: : ever been celebrated,” when Sir | 
must have known that the reverse of all this was true, end anit 
in adulation, He was passing 





wisdom, knowledge, experience, patriotism, of Jamaica 
lanters and legislatc eg oe tr eg es 1. Judged 
y their acts and by their history, they are the very reverse of what he 
desi them. But this was the frst stepin the progress of conciliation. 
aig pa pc se pe papas we le ete 
sionaries, the special magistracy, an apo or the ters. a 
despatch addressed to the colonial office, deed the 16th , 1839, 
within about three weeks after his arrival in the colony, he states that the 
negros ‘‘ in some parts of the country, work only four days in the week,” 
reserving the other two for the cultivation of their provision grounds ; that 
‘« the wages of labour, have been hitherto settled more at the will of the 
labourer than that of bis employer,” and that to obtain continuous, or extra 
labour, he found it often necessary to bribe highly; “‘ and that it was only 
as a counterpoise to the power of the labourers over wages,” that the pro- 
prietors have that of charging rent for the houses and grounds,” not as he 
afterwards says, “ with reference purely to the value of the house and 
unds, but to counterbalance as much as possible the payment of wages.” 
ow unless we have been grossly deceived by the reports of the special 
magistrates, and by the statements of Sir Lionel Smith, the wages de- 
manded by the negros have been moderate, whilst the rents demanded by 
the planters have been exorbitant, so much 80, a8 in some instances to 
swallow up the whole of the wages of the labourers. These demands have 
been enforced by notices to quit, summary ejectments, and the most cruel and 
arbitrary proceedings. The pages of the blue books laid before parliament 
amply prove this. On the side of the oppressor, there has been power. 
Sir Charles, however, is compelled to acknowledge, though it is evidently 
with reluctance, that the official reports of the stipendiary magistrates 
concur in stating that the conduct of the labouring population is ‘‘ orderly 
and irreproachable.” 

The Beptist missionaries are next passed in review by Sir Charles, They 
are represented as having “ made themselves peculiarly obnoxious to the 
proprietors, by the advice and aid which they are supposed to have given” 
to the labourers ; that they have “ prevented a settlement” between masters 
and labourers, “ equally fair to both ;” that they are “ a political party,” 
and are regarded as hostile to the proprietary interests; that they have 
pursued a course “different from that of all other missionaries,” and he 
does not see that “ their influence will diminish,” except by ‘‘ their flocks 
not liking the amount requisite for the support of their church establishment.” 
But, after all, it appears, that, “if the good and evil” done by them 
“‘ were to be weighed against each other, the good” he conceives would 
preponderate.” Anything more indelicate than the allusions—more odious 
than the comparisons—or more insulting to a respectable body of christian 
men than the insinuations and representations contrived in foregoing 
paragraphs can scarcely be imagined. No doubt they will take the proper 
means of justifying the course they have felt it to be their duty to pursue, 
and vindicate their reputation from the injurious charges which the new 
governor has endeavoured to fasten on them. 

The next objects of his attack are the stipendiary magistrates. They, 
it appears also, with a few exceptions, are obnoxious to the proprietors. 
He speaks of their inexperience and unfitness—of their being biased in 
their decisions—acting as protectors of the labourers, rather than as the 
dispensers of equal justice to all parties ; and, of course, he considers the 
dislike of the ee pan to them as only natural and reasonable: but yet he 
concludes by hoping that nothing he has said will be construed as imput- 
ing blame to them! 

Thus then it appears after having attempted to get up a case against these 
three parties, the labourers, the Baptist missionaries, and the stipendiary 
magistrates, Sir Charles has been compelled to admit, that the first are 
‘* orderly and irre hable” in their conduct, the second have done more 
good than evil, and that the third are, as a body, blameless. 

The next step in the progress of conciliation was the allowing of above 
forty acts of the colonial legislature to be hurried through their various 
stages in the course of a few weeks, and to receive his authoritative sanc- 
tion, by which they became the law of Jamaica. Some of these acts are 
of the most disgraceful character, and their combined operation will be 
found productive of the most injurious results. In another article we shall 
endeavour to give our readers some account of the legislation which has 
been allowed to pass current with Sir Charles Metcalfe. 

Hard upon this Sir Charles has gratified some of the most determined 
enemies of the negros, and of the government, by becoming their guest 
during his tour through the island. Amongst others we single out the 
name of Mr. John Manderson, senior member of the assembly, During 
the period Sir Lionel Smith administered the affairs of the island, his resig- 
nation as custos of the parish of Manchester was accepted, yet he had 
audacity a short time since to usurp the office of judge at a court of quarter 
sessions! This was done previously to the visit of Sir Charles; yet we 
find no prosecution ordered , nor even a rebuke administered, but this man 
singled out for especial honour, We also learn that other persons, who 
have been purposely excluded from the commission of the peace, for 
instance, Mr. Thomas Raeburn, and Mr. H. A. Plummer, have dared to 
take their seats on the bench at the police office, and to adjudicate on cases 
brought before the court !! No notice whatever appears to have been taken 
of these gross irregularities, Is not this carrying conciliation far enough ? 
Further, it xt wopste that his Excellency has granted commissions to many 
individuals who are said to be totally unfit to receive the trust ; and others 
of the same class are waiting to receive the same honour. 

But this is not all, Sir Charles has taken another step ; he has actually sus- 
pended the monthly returns of the special magistrates, the only source of 
authentic information the government had to depend upon! When Mr. 
Pease asked Lord John Russell on the 28th of January last, whether this 
was the case, his lordship replied, that he was not aware of any such order 
seny ee given. Surmise has now become certainty; and we venture to 

; @ more unjust and impolitic act could not have been done by Sir 

» or one that will fill the country with greater indignation. Are the 

= of this country, England, who have paid twenty millions of pounds 
sterling, for the emancipation of the negros to be kept in ignorance of the 
actual state of the colonies, by such men as Sir Charles Metcalfe! We 
know, however, the meaning of all this: the planters are clamouring for the 
ir agents at home are urging 
every possible reason on the colonial office, to effect the same purpose ; 
and Sir Charles, is | the influence of his high office to accomplish 
the same end’; and we learn with indignation the government are 
about to reduce the number of these important and necessary functionaries, 
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preparatory we sup to Leonaiige tm, _— dispensed with. But will 
the ple of Ragland soasent to this? We believe not. We look forward 
to the ¢ great Convention in June next, when British abolitionists will again 
be assembled, and when the policy of the government in reference to the 
emancipated negros will again be brought under review, and such 
measures be taken, as shall re-assure the friends of freedom in the colonies, 
as well as at home, that the liberties, and the interests, and the happiness 
of the liberated bondsmen, are neither overlooked nor forgotten. 

We conclude our observations for the t with the spirited remarks 
of the Editor of the Colonial Reformer of the 28th March lust. 

Oppression, injustice, cruelty, and fraud, may now be practiced with 


comparative impunity. Sir Charles Metcalfe ate 1 to rid of | Pre 
on 


the stipendiary istracy, we must therefore cal the friends of 
liberty and justice in this island to convey to the black population the 
‘intelligence that their interests are about to be entirely sacrificed, at the 
shrine of conciliation—that they are about to be deprived of that small 
measure of protection which was extended to them through the impartial 
administration of the stipendiary magistrates, and to be turned over, 
bound hand and foot, to the tender mercies of their former owners. 

We wish them to know that this calamity can only be averted by their 
rising as one man to petition the Queen and imperial parliament against 
their being deprived of the judicial superintendence of the stipendiary 
magistracy. 


A letter from the Rev. J. M. Phillippo to Mr. Sturge, will shew the 
views taken of this official document by Anti-slavery friends in Jamaica. 


My dear Friend,—I write to you by this mail under the influence of very 
peculiar feelings—under the influence of feelings of surprise, disappoint- 
ment, and regret, created by a despatch from Sir Charles Metcalfe to the 
colonial secretary, containing reflections on the whole body of the Baptist 
missionaries in this colony, and which has just appeared in the island 

rints. 
R Hitherto, as in duty bound, until convinced to the contrary by some 
public act, I have, as you are aware, expressed a favourable opinion of our 
new governor. Whatever were my private apprehensions of the nature 
and tendency of his policy, I have endeavoured to persuade myself, and 
have represented it as my conviction to you, that his administration of 
the government, if not characterized by that uncompromising firmness 
and some other essential elements, which distinguished that of his late 
predecessors,.it would at least be t, politic and liberal. How 
ly I now find myself in error in having so fondly cherished such a 
» you will probably long ere this have anticipated, as I presume 
both you and the friends of the negro in general,.will have seen the 
despatch to which I allude. 

I have said that the friends of liberty in Jamaica expected that his 
Excellency Sir Charles Metcalfe in his administration of the government 
would be at least prudent, politic, and liberal ; but was it prudent in his 
Excellency, (leaving the justice of such an act entirely out of consideration) 
was it prudent to write a despatch, only, if I am correctly informed, 
between two and three weeks after his arrival, seriously reflecting on a 
body of :christian ministers, and "to make invidious comparisons to their 
disadvantage between them and other denominations, without knowledge, 
without proof, without pretext, simply on the testimony of prejudiced 
and partial, because irreligious and interested men? 

It appears to be assumed by his Excellency that the Baptist missionaries 
possess greater and more extended influence over the lately emancipated 
peasantry, than is possessed by the ministers of any other distinct denomina- 
tion and that it was out of the power of authorities, civil or ecclesiastical, 
to circumscribe that influence within narrower bounds, that there was, in 
a word, no means by which it could be successfully restrained. Was it 
therefore wise—was it politic on the part of his Excellency at 
the very commencement of his government, without provocation, to 
destroy the confidence of such a body in him as an equitable ruler ? 

The illiberality of his Excellency towards the Baptist missionaries, for 
I can designate it by no milder name, appears evident from the whole 
tenor of that part of his despatch which relates to religious teachers, and 
without for a moment wishing to impugn his Excellency’s motives, it 
‘would seem impossible under al! the circumstances of the case, to account 
for his conduct towards them upon any other ground than that of pre- 
existing prejudice, created in his mind, I must suppose, by designing 
men, in order to make him instrumental in the sacrifice of the reputation 
of these ministers of the gospel, both here and in the mother country, 
from some political or self-interested motive of expediency. 

Should his Excellency have been flattered with the belief that the pub- 
lication of his opinions respecting the Baptist missionaries would have the 
effect of diminishing the affections of their people towards them, he will 
probably find himself mistaken. It may er be apprehended, from the 
necessity of explanation and self-defence, to which these ministers may 
be driven by the vituperation and calumny to which they may be espe- 
cially subject, as a consequence of these opinions, that their influence, as 
has happened in all similar cases of previous occurrence, will be increased 
rather than diminished, and that his Excellency and his advisers will but 
= thus unwittingly added to the evils (so called) which they wished to 
subdue. 

With you and the friends of justice and humanity in England, his 
Excellency’s opinions formed so hastily—on such objectionable data— 
and under such suspicious circumstances, will Setbshiy have but little 
weight, and regarding this as an additional attempt to intimidate us as 
Baptist missionaries in the performance of our duty to our still oppressed 
fellow-creatures, you will I doubt not as a consequence consider us 
entitled to a still greater share than ever, of your sympathies and prayers. 

As an individual of the body of Baptist missionaries thus prematurely 
traduced by his Excellency, and residing as I do in the immediate 
neighbourhood of his Excellency’s residence, both in town and country, I 
have reason perhaps of feel myself especially aggneved. 1 however 
deeply regret the publication of these opinions on other grounds than 
those merely of a personal kind. 

I regret it because his Excéllency has been betrayed into thé ex- 
pression of that, with regard to many of the Baptist missionaries at least, 
which has not the slightest foundation in truth, and which I challenge 
any individual to prove. 

et the occurrence because, increasingly alive to the real object of 
discreditable imputation cast on the character of their ministers, it is 
calculated to produce feelings in the minds of a vast portion of the peasan- 


try scattered t the island, the very Of those his Excel. 
I regret it because it will tend to diminish, on the part both of minis- 
sa kava gn yas werner that confidence in his 
ency’s impartiality an , a8 supreme magistrate, which as 
loyal subjects rae Fig anxious to cherish towards the 

representative of their beloved ergoneien and finally— pe 
regret the expression of his Excellency’s opinions as contained in his 
despatch relative to the Baptist missionaries for his own sake ; as this 
unjust, indiscriminate and uncalled for censure, cast upon a body of 
christian ministers under such peculiar circumstances as have been 
viously named, and that too, in direct opposition to the testimony of 
his late illustrious predecessors, cannot fail to be to his Excellency, as it 
must be to every manly and ingenuous mind a source of painful relbvetion 

in the retrospect. I am my dear friend, very —- yours, 

ames M. Puitrrrro. 





SUSPENSION OF THE REPORTS OF THE STIPENDIARY 
MAGISTRATES. 


We observe in the parliamentary reports that our friend Mr. Pease, 
took an opportunity on the 28th of January, of asking Lord John Russell 
from his seat in the house of commons, whether there was any 
foundation for a report he had heard that the stipendiary magistrates of 
Jamaica had been directed by Sir Charles Metcalfe, to discontinue their 
reports to the British government ; and that his lordship replied he was 
not aware of any such order having been given! 


too correct : Sir Charles Metcalfe, a few days after his arrival, suffered 
himself to be persuaded, to issue an order, prohibiting the stipendiary 
magistrates from sending him any further reports on the state of their 
respective districts, thus depriving the government of the only source of 
correct and authentic information, it had to depend on! All the 
information he receives at present is of course limited to the representa- 
tions of the planters and their adherents;—Of the real state of the 
country, we fear that he is in consequence profoundly ignorant, or rather 
that he has formed most erroneous opinions thereon :—Hence the 
rampant and menacing attitude assumed by the pro-slavery faction— 
hence renewed oppressions and daily iniquitous decisions of the island 
magistrates—hence the destruction of the provision grounds, and demo- 
lition of the cottages of the labourers—hence also perhaps, the fire 
raisings on estates, and hence, in short, the discontent and bad feeling 
again so rife in every quarter of this distracted island. 

The wrongs done to the labourers cannot be brought before the 
executive in an official shape ; and of newspaper reporters, he is not 
bound to take cognizance. 

Soon and seriously will the British government experience the 
inconvenience arising from this mistake(?)—The representations or 
rather misrepresentations of the planters alone, reach them at present; 
and we do not hesitate to say that if these only continue to be received, 
believed, and acted on, the fate of Jamaica, as a valuable colony to Great 
Britain, is sealed for ever. The proprietary of the island, will soon be 
the victims of their own folly and perverseness, 

In the present unfavourable state of affairs we can scarcely hope that 
our exertions can be of much service in this benighted country; It is 
therefore to the friends of liberty and justice in the mother country, that 
we more directly address ourselves—it is their eyes that we wish to open 
to the impending danger; and earnestly do we call on them to step 
forward before it be too late, and not to remit or pause, in their exertions 
until the great cause of slave-emancipation be Rirly and finally accom- 
plished—a consummation from which we appear as yet far, far distant. 

We noticed a few weeks ago the fact of Mr. John Manderson daring 
to usurp the seat of a judge at a court of quarter sessions; we have since 
found that Mr. John Manderson, is not—‘‘all alone in his glory’— 
others have followed his spirited example; Mr. Thomas Raeburn and 
Mr. H. A. Plummer, persons who had been purposely excluded from 
the new commission, as being unfit to be included in it, on account of 
their exclusive unfitness, have thought proper on several occasions to 
take their seats on the bench at the police office, and to adjudicate on 
cases brought before the court. It is said in fact, that several persons 
have been committed to prison by these pseudo magistrates. 

Now, the chances are about three to one that these commitments were 
palpably unjust, because at Montego-Bay very little but injustice is to be 
obtained ;—but whether just or unjust the commitments were decidedly 
illegal, and the Sane parties have their right of action for damages, 
for false imprisonment, both against Messrs. Plummer and Raeburn, 
and the keeper of the prison where they were confined. But as there is a 
wide difference between having a right, and being allowed the benefit of 
that right—we presume it would be worse than useless to recommend 
the aggrieved parties to seek any such remedy ; and as to our concilia- 
ting governor, adopting any measures, we began to believe that if one 
half the planters in the island were to usurp the functions of magistrates, 
without any title thereto, they would be permitted to do so with perfect 
impunity so far as Sir Charles Metcalfe is concerned. But we bid our 
friends at home to note these things ; they afford a strong illustration of 
the disorganized state of society, at this moment, and what liberties the 
slave driving oligarchy are disposed to take with the rights of the people. 





AMERICAN EMIGRANTS TO DEMERARA AND TRI- 
NIDAD; OR THE WEST INDIES versus LIBERIA. 


rom the Grenada Gazette.)—Two gentlemen, Messrs, Peck 
and Price, delegates from the free-coloured population of America, 
to visit and report on the climate and advantages resulting to 
immigrants in the respective colonies of Demerara and Trinidad, 
arrived here, on Thursday last, from Berbice, in the steamer 
Pluto, and sail again this evening for Trinidad. We have had the 
pleasure of an interview with Mr. Peck, and consider him an 
intelligent, sensible man, and well adapted for the mission in 
which he is en He apps highly leased with this island, 
and tted that his time did not 7 ia to make any stay 
in it. He was, however, of opinion, that if American labourers,— 





he meant mechanics as well as field labourers,—were required by 
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mentioned to us, that the spirit of among 
the coloured Amer was not in consequence of their being 
destitute of TT in own country, but merely to relieve 
themselves of political disabilities under which they are at 


present . 

In the Am we have a people inured to labour, speaking 
the same language, of the same religion, and as civilized as our- 
selves—can we procure any other more suited to our wants 
than these people !—We believe not ; and therefore would recom- 
mend the attention of the proprietary body to America, rather 
than to Malta, or any other country, for industrious and well- 
behaved labourers. 

(From the Trinidad .Standard.)—Messrs. Peck and Price, the 
two delegates appointed by the inhabitants of colour of the state 
of Maryland, to inquire into the advantages held out by British 
Guiana and Trini to coloured immi ts from the States, 
arrived here on Wednesday morning from Grenada, in the 
Governor Doyle. We understand their stay will be very short, 
these gentlemen having already exceeded the limits of the time 
they had resolved to absent themselves from their home on this 
errand. Several of our influential planters have called on them, 
and offered them every facility in seeing the country, and enter- 
ss ad the objects of their mission. 

IGRATION TO TRInNIDAD.—(From an American paper.)—Our 
own earnest desire has always been, that our oppressed and injured 
fellow countrymen would all agree to stick by the soil on which 
they were born, and abide the issue, and share the blessings which 
we cannot doubt futurity has in store. Yet, being in favour of 
liberty, we would never interfere with the liberty of emigration. 
The Scie pg for the defeated planters of the British West Indies, 
to obtain supplies of labourers from this country for the purpose 
of controlling and keeping down the price of labour of their now 
freed bondmen, has always appeared liable to many objections ; 
yet it was presented in so plausible a manner, that it is not strange 

¢ numbers of le, made heart-sick by hope long deferred, 
should embrace the slight hope of improvement held out by these 
. The last London Anti-Slavery Reporter contains 
accounts from British Guiana, and the last Coloatal American has 
statements from Trinidad, which throw light upon the subject, 
and ought to engage all the friends of humanity in exertions to 
dissuade our countrymen from venturing on a removal, at least 
until the matters alleged are more 'y cleared up. A Mr. 
Walker who has returned from Trinidad, says, there is no 
employment for women but field labour, and that great distrust 
prevails among the settled labourers towards the new comers. 
He also says :— 

“ That part of the island where the emigrants are wanted, is 
down the coast, sixty or eighty miles distant from Port Spain, 
in the most sickly parts of the island, and where most of 
them now are. e communication with this part of the 
island is altogether by vessels, one of which usually belongs 
to an estate, and which does all the transportation for that 
estate, so that it is impossible to leave an estate but in the 
vessel pecaning to that estate, which renders leaving ex- 
tremely difficult, and also it is impossible to go without the 
consent of the overseer, who refuses to let them go, on the 
yeotet, as ore told Mr. Walker, when asked his reasons, 

use said he, ‘there is no necessity for them to go to town.’ 
Here they are in compete slavery, and must remain so, 
until they break away by violence.” 
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IMMIGRANTS. 


We perceive from several of the colonial papers that there is a 
calling out for immigrants from any and every quarter whence they are 
supposed to be attainable, to induce ‘‘ the idler and the vagrant ” says 
the editor of the Guiana Gazette “‘ to take up the shovel or hoe and 
proceed to his task.” Any thing rather than fair wages. We say 
to our American friends look to the representations made to induce 
your coloured people to listen to the call. Watch the movements of 


_ Messrs. Peck and Price, and others, on the same errand. Something 


more than truth will be employed. The following paragraph from the 
Guiana Gazette of March, lth, is suspicious enough: x 
It is pleasing to learn, that the American emigrants that have arrived 

at Trinidad, are giving unqualified satisfaction. Some of them can 
earn so much as one dollar and a half per dav. ‘Ihey are diligent, 
honest, and attentive labourers; they do their work well, without 
trouble or murmuring ; and the planters are even better pleased with 
the late arrivals than they were with the first. From this account 
we are encouraged to hope well from the cargo which is daily 
expected from Mr.Carbery. ‘The introduction of a large suppl 
of labourers of the character and habits of those located in ‘Trinidad, 
together with the prospects that have been lately opened up to the 
colony, by the mechanical and persevering genius of Mr. Hoard, is 
almost an indubitable security that the golden days of this province 
have commenced and will continue to brighten as they advance, 
provided their brilliancy be not tarnished and their progress 
impeded by those who have the direction of our public affairs. 


EQUALIZATION OF SUGAR DUTIES. 
, The equalization of the sugar duties is exciting considerable 
attention, and ruin to the colonies is confidently ‘predicted as the 
t. We have often heard of such predictions before, and seen 


; op eres by the event, so that we are under no great appre- 





_ 


Correspondence. 


Extract of a letter from George Blyth, Presbyterian acne , to 
Joseph Sturge, Esq., dated Hampden, Jamaica, P.O. 24th March, 
1840. : 

Tue expense of conducting the schools is considerable, as two of 
my teachers are white men from Scotland. This was rendered 
necessary by the difficulty of procuring zealous and efficient 
teachers among the natives ; and this diffieulty will continue till 
the young ones under instruction shall have grown up and been 
educated. Many of them possess good abilities, and I have no 
doubt, some of them will become good teachers. The system on 
which our schools are taught, is that of the Glasgow educational 
society, which, as it comprises moral and religious tg Be 
peculiarly fitted for missionary schools. We require the children 
to pay small school fees, but they are not half sufficient to meet 
the expenses of the schools. e free system adopted by the 
bishop in the national schools, operates against the payment of 
fees, and is bad in principle. There are upwards of five hundred 
children in our day schools, and a still greater number attend for 
instruction on the week day evenings and Lord’s day. 

Perhaps you have seen an appeal which we have made for sub- 
scriptions to assist us in establishing a semina for training up 
native youths for teachers and ministers. The following are some 
extracts from it :— 

« Although the presbyterian missionaries have been enabled, with 
the assistance of friends in Britain, to establish and support efficient 
schools in which the rudiments of an English education, and the 

rinciples of religion are taught ; yet for many years they have 
felt the want off a higher seminary, in which ter attention 

may be paid to those who are further advanced, and in which a 

better adeaitic may be obtained than can be expected, even in 

the best schools that Jamaica yet possesses. 

“‘ The progress which many of our brown and black children 
have made in our common schools, proves, beyond any reasonable 
doubt, that the insinuations which have been thrown out 
against their capacity of improvement, are unfounded ; and now 
that our people of all colours are equally free, it is only reason- 
able that ‘we place a somewhat liberal education within their reach. 
Without it, even with freedom, they cannot rise high in the scale 
of society, nor turn to full account, the privileges which have 
been conferred upon them.” 

We lately had a meeting of our society for promoting civil and 
religious liberty, when a number of the Bellevue con tion, 
with their minister, Mr. Anderson, attended and aided the col- 
lection. The united contributions of the two congregations 
amounted to fifty-five pounds, at which forty pounds was voted 
to the United States Anti-slavery Society, and the remaining 
fifteen —— to the Boston ladies, who have acted such an 
honourable part in the struggle for liberty. We were glad of the 
opportunity of transmitting these sums to America by our 
esteemed friend Captain C. Stuart. 

The working of the free system varies very much in different 

of the island. In some districts’ there is no doubt that 
the cultivation of the estates is going down. In this quarter, it 
remains much the same as it has been for a number of years ; and 
having been favoured with good seasons last year, the present cro 
will considerably exceed the former, and I presume will be eq 

to what was raised during the apprenticeship. 

The greatest hardships which the people in this quarter suffer 
arises from rent being demanded for houses which are not habitable, 
and the repairs of which the overseers, in many instances, entirely 
refuse, or for some pretence or another delay. I hope this and 
some other evils will be corrected by the free vil . We are 
now settling two of these, for the sites of which the purchasers 
have paid upwards of £1000. Captain Stuart laid the foundation 
of the first houses of each, since which a number of other houses 
have been begun. We have also offered £1000 sterling for a 
third run of land of still larger extent, adjoining Hampden ehurch, 
and hope to obtain it. ! 

I think I formerly mentioned that my cong rege had re- 
solved, from the beginning of 1839, to support the expenses of 
the station without aid from home. With the exception of the 
schools they have fully redeemed this pledge, besides raising several 
hundred pounds for missionary and other relgious purposes. This 
circumstance shows the industry of the people. Indeed, instead 
of accusing them of indolence, I am rather disposed to blame them 
for being too anxious to make money. I don’t know a healthy 
person who can justly be called idle. I mean in the congregation. 

You would probably observe the report of our temperance 
in the Colonial Reformer. The annual meeting was deferred for 


some weeks, that we might secure the assistance of Captain 


Stuart, and the result justified the delay. We have now 1200 
members, including 200 total abstinence members. Drunkenness 
is now nearly banished from the congreg-ition ; our funerals, free 
vi , and social meetings, are all conducted on temperance 
principles ; and we daily bless God for the direction he has granted 
us in this matter. 





Extract of a Letter from J. M. Phillippo, to John Dyer, dated 
Jamaica, March, 1840. 

Mr. Knibb sailed a few days ago in the Isis for Liverpool. I 

hope he will arrive home in safety and do much good. Within the 

last few weeks the feeling against him and some others of our 

brethren of the western union especially, has been most virulent 

and bitter, probably never excceded in these respects. I am very 
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thankful that the state of things is so much better on this side the 
island, as to render open ion with our plantocratic: - 
bours unnecessary. In every instance, indeed, in this district. 
eviews no mae ee ds degree to the facilities — 
peasantry for forming settlements, a mutually good under- 
standing exists between them and their employers. ‘ 

It cannot be disguised, however, owing toa want of confidence 
in our present governor, and to the operation of the police and 
other highly objectionable laws, that great dissatisfaction on the 
part of the peasantry very generally er foo es such a degree, 
indeed, as to excite my apprehensions of evil consequences more 
powerfully than ever they were excited before. It seems im- 
eg to march the negro on the road to freedom, and then make 

im stand at ease within the old entrenchments of slavery. And 
what else are the recently enacted laws but the entrenchments 
of the late odious system! I most earnestly hope that Lord John 
Russell, with that energy and promptitude for which he is dis- 
tinguished, will at once annul their iniquitous statutes, and resist 
with no less promptness and determination, the clamours of the 
West India a todo away with the stipendiary justices, or the 
fair prospects of prosperity to Jamaica, which freedom has opened 
up, will be speedily for ever blasted,—this is my firm and honest 
opinion. For freedom to work well here or anywhere, the laws must 
be just and equal, at the same time impartially and vigorously 
administered. 


Extract of a Letter from John Clark, (Baptist Missionary) to 
Joseph Sturge, dated Brown’s Town, Jamaica, March 25th, 
1840. 


TuE freed people continue to prove themselves worthy of the high 
character they have obtained. They are sober, honest, and indus- 
trious. Cases of crime are very rare ; and as regards the work of 
God, its progress is such as to fill the soul with joy. Although 
the chapel here is doubled in size, it is overflowing with those 
anxious to hear the word of God, A good congregation is gather- 
ing at Sturge-town. At Bethany, notwithstanding the formation 
of a branch station, the congregation is as | asever. At Clark- 
sonville, in the course of a few months, six or seven hundred 
people have been collected; and at Mount Zion, in Clarendon 
three or four hundred more have been brought under the sound of 
the el. Altogether from 4000 to 4500 precious souls have the 
word of life made known to them every Sabbath day at this and 
the subordinate stations. Upwards of 1000 children and 500 
adults receive instruction in the sabbath schools, and 400 to 500 
children are taught in the day schools. At present we have up- 
wards of 500 candidates for church fellowship,—most of whom, I 
have reason to believe, after close examinations have passed from 
death unto life. 

I enclose a bill of exchange for hy or £30 sterling, from 
our Auxiliary to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. 
‘We have also sent 100 dollars to America. Were it not that we 
have a debt of £2000, a chapel building, and two more to build, 
two missionaries and three schoolmasters to support, we should 
have donbled the amount 3 but we have done what we could. 

May God be with you to direct and bless in the convention. I 
trust you will be able to do something for Africa,—poor benighted 
bleeding Africa. She has long been the prey of avaricious, cruel 
men ; but I think God is now about to bless her. 

We have had a pleasant visit from your excellent friend, Mr. 
J. J. Gurney, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Candler of Chelms- 
ford, I believe, and 7 sent M. Day and Alexander Taylor from 
America. It is delightful to meet christian friends from a far 
country—to hold fellowship with each other, and with our Father 
in heaven. 

You will see, from a letter of mine in the Baptist Herald, that 
now and then the oppressors of other days show that they do not 
want the will, only the power, to renew their acts of tyranny. 
But thank God their power to-oppress is well nigh gone. A 
large portion of the labourers are independent of them as regards 
dwellings, &c. ; and if I succeed in ing the purchases alluded 
to, 200 more will be able to obtain land on which to build houses 
of their own. 


Extract of a letter from S.J. Prescod, to Mr. Sturge, dated 
Barbados, March 21st, 1840 :— 


On my return here, unexpected by any, I found the people less 
unsettled than I had expected, but yet in a state of excitement 
and discontent far from desirable. The operating causes I find 
to have been the contract law, re-enacted in January, and the 
endeavours of the —_ generally, to tie down the people to 
nine hours labour for five days in the week. Ido not, myself, 
conisder this latter proposition of the planters abstractedly unrea- 
sonable, or more than the labourer might, with ease comply with ; 
and left fairly and freely to himself and to the promptings of 
self-interest to direct him, I feel assured that he would readily 
and cheerfully render that amount of labour for even the six days 
of the week. But God forbid, that he should consent to be bound 
to render that labour under all circumstances that may be, for 


. even one day weekly. It is not that the labourer has an aversion 


to work, for he does work, more now than he did in slavery ;—it 
is not that he is the indolent, idle being that his enslavers declared 
him to be—only to be driven to exertion by the dread of imme- 
diate punishment, he is really industrious—voluntarily, cheerfully 


industrious, and even our ts are forced to admit this. 
* It is impossible,” said a leading member of the assembly to 


me the other day, “to look around on the state of the country, 












and doubt that the negros are an industrious people.” Both 
iand in she Marshak het pot ected, L have bed wiles aa 
of negro industry from:almost every \ pagar sity gy arsed ¥ 
on the subject. The planters ere. blind my espera’ 
deplorably. blind to their own interests, and we who are 2 

ered to be their determined enemies, must see for them, th 
for them, and prevent them. from ruining themselves, along with 
our immediate charge by their mis-policy. They are men, and 
liable to err; they have been reared and. nurtured in a vicious 
course from infancy to manhood, and they -have-acquired_ vicious 
habits ; they have been slave masters, accustomed to wield abso- 
lute power, and knowing no other lan e than that of command, 
and we cannot be surprised to find them now unwilling to treat 
with their late slaves for hired service, but, preferring. still the 
means in their power to coerce. "Tis human nature—not more 
the nature of the white man than of the black or brown, in the 
same circumstances. 





The people here are determined not again to submit to any . 


particles of their late bonds, other than they cannot help ; and I 
trust I am but performing my duty, not only to them but to their 
late masters, in using my most strenuous endeavours, and exert- 
ing all the influence which I have with them, to encourage and 
: them in this virtuous determination. ih 
he present plantation economy, as I have often before stated 
to you, was adopted and is persisted in solely for the exercise of 
accustomed authority it afforded the planter. Whatever of 
slavery he could retain he was very naturally unwilling to re- 
linquish ; and as servants attached to his property and subject to 
his daily, hourly surveillance and command, the n was retained 
in a condition nearer that of slavery than he would have been as 
a labouring tenant. Some respectable planters I know profess to 
believe it to be their interest that the negro should be as 
he is in this respect ; and they are willing they say, to alter 
his condition if convinced that it may be done consistent] 
with their interest. But their sense of self-interest 1s 
largely qualified by their desire of command. Their habits of 
domination, influencing even the operations of their minds, give a 
false colouring to their interests, and are, of course, so many 
obstacles to their conviction. I shall say nothing of the reasoning 
by which I have been, for over eighteen months, endeavouring to 
convince them ; they have a multitude of facts before them, all 
plainly tending to the same point. The abuses to which the pre- 
sent economy is liable ; the frequently occuring excitements and 
disorders consequent on these abuses, allso many checks to con- 
tinuous labour, to the moral and social improvement of the pea- 
santry, and, as a matter of course, to the prosperity of the coun 
as well as to the immediate interests of the planters, sho 
already have convinced these (and would, but for the reason 
assigned ), that their present economy is a bad one, and cannot too 
soon be relinquished for the better. 


CONCILIATION. 
Extract of a Letter from Mr. Dendy to Mr. Knibb. 
Falmouth, 25th March, 1840. 

My dear brother Knibb,—I was indeed concerned to hear of the 
return of the Isis to Kingston. On the Monday morning I was at 
Montego Bay, and felt very uneasy until I obtained the letter 
from Mrs. Dendy, and saw brother Oughton’s letter. 

During last night the mails came down with two packets, which 
I regret, as it will only give me one opportunity of writing, 
instead of two; but without any further introduction, I wi 
furnish you with some facts which Mr. Pickton picked up during 
my absence, they will most likely be published in the Herald, but 
it will be some time before they will get home, that I copy them 
for your information. 

Conciliation.—Richard Atkinson, lately a nter on Adelphi 
estate, St. James’s, went up with the rest of the people on the 
property to pay his rent. He tendered for three weeks, at 4s. 7d. 
per week ; the overseer said that another week was due, Atkinson 
said he thought not, but borrowed 4s. 7d. of a friend in the 
room, and paid the four weeks; the overseer then said, that 
there was still 1s. 8d. remaining unpaid, Atkinson at once denied 
this, the overseer then said that he would pay the 1s. 8d. himself. 
Atkinson then asked for a receipt for the four weeks rent which 
he had paid, a paper was handed to him as such, but on — 
it proved to be for three weeks rent only, this might have na 
mistake, and might have easily been corrected, but when Atkin- 
son took the receipt back, he was met by a volley of abuse, and 
an order to quit the premises immediately, which he did. 

Thus it is plain that £11. 18s. 4d. a year, will not satisfy these 
honest, humane and considerate men, as rent. No, they must be 
able to charge that rent over again, dr their estates will be ruined. 
This property is under the attorneyship of W. H. Knott, Esq., 
on this estate as far as can be learned, the system of rent Agrrge is 
as follows ; if two working hands are living in a house, 3s. 4d. per 
week is charged as rent, if three the rent is 4s, 7d.; if four, it is 
5s. per week. 

ilsboro.—The overseer, Mr. Turnbull, takes upon himself to 
stop a part of the week’s wages of several of the people, solely, 
because he did not think that they deserved the whole of their 
earnings. Among others, he stopped 7s. 11d. of the money due to 
Jannett Jarrett, the consequence was, that words ran very high 
between the people and manager. The next day, the attorney, 
Mr. Fry, came upon the property, and on hearing the oe 
of the people, and in ing the books, he (Mr. } paid what 
the overseer had ee k ; so far on the of the attor- 
ney ; but instead of dismissing the overseer, he listened to a com- 
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them at a week’s notice, At the end o 
ek; that is on Thursday, the 5th Ma 
Jarrett’s — armed with pisto 
. rohan , pana Seng a m and a black on 
/named Andre three rooted up arrett’s yams, an 
carried them to ¢ Guilsborough to the overseer’s house, opm they 


taking with him 





Spring Mount.—Lawrence of Spring Mount Estate, St. James, | 
has 4s. 2d. are out of his wages every week for rent, and his | 
. stop 


wife has 2s. every week out of her wages, for rent of 
the same house and ground. And this is the plan of charging 
rent at Spring Mount £17. 6s. 8d. per annum for hut and provi- 
sion grounds. This is conciliation. 
I am, my dear brother, your’s very sincerely, 
Watter Denpy. 





Worxine or tHE New System.—The following letter$from J. I. 
Gurney, to Benjamin Luckcock, Esq. has been handed us for publication. 


2d. Mo. 18th, 1840. 

My dear friend,—I have great pleasure in offering to thee in writing 
some reports of our late visit to some of the British islands to the 
windward. 

Our visit was confined to Tortola, St. Kitts, Antigua and Dominica ; 
but as these islands considerably vary in their natural character, and in 
the circumstances under which they are placed, I think I could scarcely 
have selected any four of our minor colonies, which would have given me 
a fairer view of the actual state of the emancipated negros. 

The results of our observations and inquiries may be comprised under 
the following heads. 

1. The emancipated negros are working well on the sugar estates. 

This is an unquestionable fact in all the islands which we visited. The 
temporary unsettlement, which took place very probably at the time of 
the change, soon subsided, and the negros are in general working on the 
same estates as before. On this subject we received the voluntary 
testimony of many of the principal planters, whose former associations 
had been much in favour of the old system. The president Isaacs, of 
Tortola, who is attorney to Reed, Irving and Co. has 1500 free negros 
under his care. He assured us that they are working well, and that he 
has no complaint to make. We received a similar testimony from Dugald 
Stewart Laidlow, of Dominica, once a most delermined opponent to the 
new system, who has twenty-two estates under his care or ownership. 

In Antigua they realized 22,000 hogsheads last year, being at least 
7000 beyond the average. Such a crop could not possibly have been 
raised or taken off the ground without labourers adequate to the purpose. 
They have fine crops on the ground, both there and at St. Kitts, and not 
the smallest difficulty is apprehended as to the taking off the crops in 
either island. In Dominica the present crop is somewhat diminished by 
the degree of unsettlement which took place at the period of change ; 
but the labourers are admirably settled now, and they have a clear prospect 
for the future of an increased sugar cultivation. ‘The negros who were 
free before the late emancipation are now working in Dominica, with the 
quondam slaves on sugar estates. 

2. The planters very generally work their sugar estates more cheaply 
on the present system than under slavery. 

This remark applies more especially to the dry colonies, in 
which much of the food allowed the slaves was imported and 
purchased. The grant of this advantage in favour of freedom, is 
the removal of the dead weight of slavery, and the restriction of the 
money payments to thoze who are actually engaged in labour. It 
appears that under the old system, only about one-third of the slaves, 
on most of the estates, were actually engaged in field labour at one 
time, leaving two-thirds, or nearly that proportion, as dead weight, to be 
supported with food, &c. Now the planter pays his wages only to the 
third actually employed; and in many cases, under the system of job or 
task work, this number is further reduced. Even in Dominica—in which 
island, for its surprising fertility, the food of the slaves costs nothing, 
D. S. Laidlow informed me that he should save money by the change. 
Besides the pecuniary saving, there is less cost of time and trouble. In 
most of the islands, the infirm and decrepit are now supported from the 
public funds. : 

3, The consequence of the facts already stated is, that landed property 
has risen, and is still rising in value—being decidedly of greater value 
now than it was six years ago. 

In Antigua, it seems to be a clear point, that the property without 
the slaves, is now of at least equal value with the property and the slaves 
six years ago,or before emancipation, This calculation is in fact far 
below the mark. 

A similar remark applies with still greater force to St. Kitts. R. 
Claxton, the solicitor-general there, told me that he would not take 
£6000 now for a property which had cost him only £2000 six years ago. 
Indeed, many planters spoke of what they received in the shape of 
compensation, as quite a gratuity. 

The unfavourable reports which have been spread of the working of 
freedom, have generally arisen from persons who are anxious to lay hold 
of landed property at a cheap rate. A clear proof that all is doing well, 
is unintentionally given by a géntleman in Antigua, who cries down the 
a as having ruined the West Indies, while he strives to purchase all 
the landed property he can. 

4. There is a decided improvement taking place in the morals of the 
labouring class. Marriage and education are rapidly progressing. We 
found crime decidedly on the decrease, especially in Tortola and Antigua, 

5. The comforts of the negros are immensely increased. They are 
providing themselves with gooc food and clothing. 

The evidence of this fact is abundant in every island which we visited. 
No proof of it can be stronger than the almost doubling of the imports 
within the last two years. On the whole, there cannot be the shadow 
of @ donbt that the substantial prosperity of the colonies which we visited, 
is on the increase. New houses are building: new estates are coming 
under cultivation. At least six sugar estates, which had been given up 
under slavery in Antigua, are now again in course of profitable cultivation. 

To us it is unquestionable, that the blessing of the Almighty is resting 
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and justice which redeemed from bondage so large 
The merits of the case have now been stated wholly independent of 
the serps of ly 9 pe It would be irrelevant for me to-enter 
upon question. But, I may be perhaps allowed to express my 

sincere desire—first, that no in ar be suffered to impede e ies. 
in this delightful island and other Danish colonies; and ceaedly, 


, tion 
that the act of justice and weed may be accompanied with such a gene- 
| rous and treatment of the planters, as may render the event easy 


and satisfactory to all the tone concerned. 
am thy obliged and sincere friend, 
J. I. Gurwey. 


Anti-Slavery Weporter, 


LONDON, May 20ru. 











Esprciau attention should be given to the statements made by 
Mr. Knibb, at the great meeting at Birmingham Town Hall last 
evening, which, we understand was attended by at least 5000 per- 
sons, and of which a brief report is subjoined; particularly to those 
which relate to the conduct of the new governor of Jamaica, and 
the recent acts of the House of Assembly. The conciliation 
which is attempted now, is just what of old it has always heen, 
that of sacrificing the interests of the weak to the demands of the 
strong. Immediate steps should be taken to procure the disallow- 
ance of these disgraceful specimens of Jamaica legislation, already 
in the colonial office. Surely the government at home will not 
lend itself to these measures. 


THE ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION IN LONDON. 


As the time for holding the Convention which has been called by 
the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society 
approaches, it may be proper to submit information to our readers 
concerning it: All the topics of discussion likely to occupy the 
attention of the gentlemen assembled cannot of course be stated. 
Many will arise while the assembly is being held, and be suggested 
by the information laid before the Convention. Still inquiries are 
er, occurring as to what this solemn convention will be 
ikely to have brought before it. We have called it a solemn con- 
vocation advisedly—we should despair of success if the minds of 
those who may come together, were not deeply impressed with 
the vast importance—the awful, the almost overwhelming solem- 
nity of the business they ugdertake. The Committee are anxious 
that amidst the joy and thankfulness, with which it is lawful to 





contemplate what has already been achieved, an entire dependence 
upon the guidance and nerd of Almighty God may be devoutly 
cherished. Our eyes are up unto him, for “ our expectation {is 
from him.” > 

Next in importance to this hallowed feeling, under which it is 
hoped every mecting of the convention will assemble, the Com- 
mittee deem it desirable that the great principle on which their 
operations are conducted should be distinctly recognised, as lyin 
at the basis of all the deliberations which may be conducted. 
Whatever is done, or!determined upon, must be in harmony 
with these fundamental principles. They have been stated in the 
circular calling the convention, and may here be quoted to secure 
their being borne in mind : 


“ That so long as slavery exists, there is no reasonable ect 
of the annihilation of the slave-trade, and of eubiseuichiog 
the sale and barter of human beings. That the extinction of 
slavery and the slave-trade will be attained most effectuall 
by the employment of those means which are of a moral, 
religious, and pacific character ; and that no measures can be 
resorted to by this society in the prosecution of these objects, 
but such as are in entire accordance with these principles,” 


It will be seen from this language, that the British and Forei 
Anti-slavery Society deem the annihilation of slavery euential 10 
the extermination of the slave-trade,—and that in pursuing this 


object, it is entirely restricted from seeking the emplo t of 
armed force, and indeed from all other Bare then t oie acelly 


moral, religious, and pacific. The Society says nothing on the 
right or wrong of resorting to arms to deliver the oppressed from 
the yoke ; all it says is, these are not the weapons of its warfare. 
To the friends and protectors of the oppressed of every land, the 
Society offers the right hand of llawaoe, entreating their co-ope- 
ration. The precepts of the Redeemer, “ all things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you do ye evensotothem. Be 
ye therefore merciful as your Father in heaven is merciful ;” 
exhibit the law by which all its proceedings are guided, and the 
clear recognition of this law may embolden every friend of the 
slave to come forward and plead the cause of his oppressed, help- 
less, and afflicted brethren. 

It is further desirable that it should be distinctly understood of 
whom the convention is to be composed. All who may be 
|present, of course, will come under the general description of 

ends of the slave. They will compose a united, a strong Anti- 
slavery body. Delegates willbe sent from Anti-slavery societies 





in almost every part of the world. The Committee has already 
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received information of such delegations from different. parts of 
the United Kingdom, from France, "wager 4 and the West 
Indies of more than one hundred and fifty of the pledged friends 
of freedom. 

These delegations comprise men of every political and religious 
creed, men of various, perpen of opposing sentiments on other 
matters, but all agreeing in this, that slavery is an evil which it 
behoves Christians to employ all peaceful and holy means to 
destroy. The Committee has been informed of delegations also 
from bodies not strictly in anti-slavery organization, but which 
from the deep interest they feel in the sacred cause of the con- 
vention are anxious to aid in its deliberations, and assist in obtain- 
ing immediate and unconditional freedom. All such assistance 
and co-operation will be hailed with satisfaction and — by 
the Society, which has undertaken to convoke the assembly. It 
is desirable that the Committee should be informed of who may 
be appointed delegates at as early a period as convenient to those 
who send them. It is particularly requested that all anti-slavery 
bodies will send an immediate official notification of the 2 6 
ments which may be made by them, addressed to J. H. Tredgold, 
Esq., at the office of the Anti-slavery Society, 27, New Broad 
Street, London. 

Information will be sought on every topic connected with 
Slavery and the Slave-trade in all parts of the world. The 
results of freedom where it has been achieved, so far as they may 
have been collected, will be laid before the meeting—the progress 
made towards its achievement where the struggle for it has not yet 
been crowned with success—and the obstacles with which it has to 
contend, in any country will also be inquired into. 

African bondage, and all that assimilates to it, wheresoever 
existing, wili, it is hoped, be brought to light ; and the means of 
endeavouring successfully to break every such yoke, and unloose 
every such burden, will claim the anxious and attentive considera- 
tion of the assembled delegates. 

And they meet not merely to consider, but to act. The govern- 
ment at home, if freedom be yet imperfect in our own colonies, 
and governments abroad, must be respectfully and earnestly 
implored in this matter to “do justice and to love mercy.” The 
“ righteousness which exalteth a nation” must be urged on the 
attention of those who sit in the high places, and preside over the 
present interests of mankind: and the energies of all—of ministers 
of religion—of christians of every name—of the high and the 
low—the wealthy, the influential, and the wise—together with 
the poorer and less distinguished must be called to the help of 
the Lord—* the help of the Lord against the mighty.” The 
motto on the shield of one of our counties palatine is “ ONE AND 
ALL.” This motto the friends of the slave, we trust, will adopt, 
and that, knowing nothing of dissension or discord, they will 

ursue their great object with undeviating, untiring steps, till the 
ast fetter is broken asunder—and till not only in i British 
dominions, but in the world, a slave shall not be found. 

The Society has engaged Freemason’s Hall, Great Queen Street, 
Lincolus’ Inn Fields, with commodious rooms for Committees, 
&c., as the place of assembly for the delegates who are expected 
to meet on Friday, thetwelfth day of June next at ten o’clock in 
the morning. | 

It may be expedient to add that the Rev. William Knibb and 
other delegates from Jamaica, comprising two coloured men, 
members of Christian churches, and formerly slaves, representa- 
tives of the Jamaica Anti-slavery Society, have already arrived. 


THOMAS CLARKSON, Ese. 


The venerable Thomas Clarkson, in a letter to J. Sturge a few 
days ago, in speaking of his intended presence in London at the 
approaching anti-slavery conference, says “my daughter also, the 
widow of my late dear son, will come with me. She has a great 
desire to be at the meetings, and she takes with her, her own son 
about nine years old, my grandson and only representative, whom 
she wishes to attend the meetings, that he may be initiated there 
in the sacred cause, and brought up to succeed his grandfather in 
the same pursuit.” 


Tue Coortes.—The case of the Hill Coolies is again deferred, 
not relinquished. After the statement of facts on this subject in 
our last number, our readers will unite with us in earnestl 
desiring that Lord John Russell had abandoned his intention. He 
is, however, to introduce his obnoxious measure on the 29th inst. 
Humanity shudders at contemplating what may be the result of 
success, and no effort should be left untried to secure a defeat. 


THE GREAT ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION, 


(From the Dublin Weekly Herald, a Temperance, Agricultural, and Com- 
mercial Journal, May 16th, 1840.) 

We know not that there is on record, either in ancient or modern times, 
a more magnificent conception of the genuine spirit of universal philan- 
thropy, than that which is exhibited in the calling together, from all parts 
of the world, the friends of personal freedom, to meet ia London on the 
12th of next June, there and then to bind and league ther for the extinc- 
tion, by moral and peaceful means alone, for such only would the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society employ, of the accursed slave-trade and 
slavery, wherever these withering blights exist. 

What great and glorious results may we not expect to issue from this 
‘¢ World’s Convention!”. The noble spirits of America will be there— 
those who have for years, amidst the most violent opposition, the foulest 
obloquy and reproach, maintained, with unflinching firmness, the right of 
the negro to a full participation in the blessings of personal and civil 
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system, have attempted to silence the voice of nt within the w 
of the legislature, 'y refusing to hear or entertain 9 negeere thus 
v the spirit of the American constitution, in the vain and futile 


expectation of thereby sustaining a gaint * cause, 

e friends of freedom from our West Indian Colonies, who have fought 
the Negro’s battle so bravely, and now rejoice in his emancipation, will, 
we trust, be there. 

We hope that the Free Black of Hayti will be present, to tell what 
— has done for his land, and how well his countrymen have em- 
P it. 

The venerable Clarkson is carefully nursing his feeble frame, that he 
may, if but for a moment, stand in the midst of this glorious assembly, 
and behold the giant offspring of his early labours. 

We trust that Ireland will send her proportion of delegates to the 
** World’s Convention.” We are most sanguine as to the results of the 
deliberations that will then take place; for what may not be achieved by 
the combined exertions of the noble philanthropists who will then as- 
semble. 





RESULTS OF NEGRO EMANCIPATION, 





GREAT MEETING IN BIRMINGHAM, 


YeEsTERDAY, (Tuesday) evening, one of the largest and most 
influential meetings ever assembled on any similar occasion, in 
Birmingham, took place in the Town Hall, to welcome the Rey. 
William Knibb, the well known apostle of freedom, in Jamaica, 
on his arrival in this country, and to hear from him statements, 
respecting the working of emancipation in the West Indian colo- 
nies. Mr. Knibb, whose object in visiting England, is to attend 
the great Anti-Slavery convention, about to be held in London, 
in the ensuing month, was accompanied by Mr. E. Barrett, and 
Mr. J. Beckford, two emancipated Africans, both of whom hold 
oe office of deacons, in the church to which they respectively 
elong. 

The meeting was called for seven o’clock, and soon after that 
hour, every portion of the Hall was filled by a most respectable 
and deeply interested audience. 

On the platform, which was crowded with members of the 
Birmingham Anti-Slavery Society, we observed ministers of various 
denominations, including Baptist, Wesleyan, and Independent.— 

Capt. Moorsom, R. N., on taking the chair, was received with 
loud cheers, after which he opened the business of the evenin; 
in an appropriate speech. He said, that they had been calle 
together by the Birmingham Anti-Slavery Society, for the nig 
pose of giving a reception to the delegates who arrived from 
Jamaica to attend the Anti-Slavery Convention—a convention, 
the object of which was to put down slavery of all kinds all 
over the world. The Rev. William Knibb, with whose name 
they were familiar, (cheers,) that burst of acclamation showed 
him that he need say no more of that gentleman, was po ig eee 
by two men of colour, each of whom was a deacon of a Baptist 
congregation, and they would detail to the meeting the results of 
that emancipation which had been achieved by the efforts of the 
British people. They would learn from the statements made to 
them that evening, that attempts were being made to infringe the 
rights and liberties of the negros, and to prevent them from 
choosing the masters they wished to serve, and the peculiar trades 
they wished to follow—that attempts were being made to confine 
them both to place and business, It would be, however, the duty 
of the friends of freedom in England, to take care that no bill 
received the royal assent which would in any way diminish the 
just rights of the people, and which would be after all but a repe- 
tition of the enactments of slavery. (Hear.) The object of the con- 
vention was, as he had stated, to put an end to the slave trade 
which unhappily was still carried on to a lamentable extent. It had 
been-caleulated by Mr. Fowell Buxton, that the slave-trade an- 
nually consigned to misery, wretchedness und death, 375,000 of 
the natives of Africa, irrespective of thousands annually destroyed 
by Mahomedan slavery. To aid in the great work of destroyin 
this monstrous evil, the Rev. Mr. Knibb, and his two friends, ha 
come amongst them, and he had no doubt they would give them 
a hearty welcome (cheers). 

Joseph Sturge, ., then came forward, and introduced Mr. J. 
Beckford to the meeting, observing, that hé was deacon to a con- 
hae in Jamaica, which he was in the habit of addressing in 

is own chapel. As, however, he had never had an pape of 
speaking before so large an assembly as the present, he (Mr. S.) 
hoped they would give him their kind attention. i 

M: . Beckford, on presenting himself, was received with general 
acclamation by the meeting, after which he proceeded to ad- 
dress the assembly, but in so low a tone, that we could 
but imperfectly gather the substance of his remarks, He re- 
joiced that God had put it into the hearts of the christians 
of this country to intercede by their prayers, their supplications, 
and their united efforts to effect the liberation of his poor, igno- 
rant, despised, and ill-used brethren. He drew a very affecting 
picture of the state of the negro previous to the efforts of the 
christian missionaries, and contrasted it with their present happy 
state. He recollected when a boy, about ten years old, to have 
witnessed a scene which made his heart bleed, and the recital of 
which made a deep impression on his audience. A youth withéut 
father or mother, for the crime of running off the estate on which 
he was worked, was retaken, tied to a ladder, and fi until 
the blood oozed from the top of his head to the sole of his feet 
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like’sap from a tree, He top tind | aay and deformed creature. 
His (Mr. B.’s) own sister was taken from her mother’s house, and 
when she d and returned to hér home, claiming shelter and 
a wom her mother could not receive her; she was obliged to 
rive her poor child from her door, for the penalty of imprison- 
ment, stripes, and probable death, would have been. her punish- 
ment for ring her. He had seen his mother fi before 
his eyes, the blood ran from her body “ enough to melt a stone.” 
The scene was too much for his mind. He lost his reason, and 
after six weeks conor he recovered; and he now asked whether 
he had not reason to bless God for having relieved them from 
such suffering and oppression. 
Mr. Srurce, next introduced Mr. Barrett, with whom, he said 
he had become acquainted in Jamaica, His history was rather 
interesting, and he should make an observation or two in reference 
to it. In the year 1832, when the horrors of slavery had driven 
part of the population of that island into a state of rebellion, the 
whole of the inhabitants of the Oxford estate fled from it, leaving 
all the property in the hands of the slaves ; but, though the 
whites were professing Christianity, they had doomed him to inter- 
minable slavery, and in his person, had trampled on all laws 
human and divine. Edward Barrett, had learned from the religion 
of Christ, while in that bondage, that the only revenge he could 
take fur the wrongs heaped upon him was, to return good for 
evil ; and such was the influence he possessed over his fellow- 
bondsmen, that he kept them quietly at work for six weeks, till 
the white men ventured to return. For this act, even the House 
of Assembly, showed they entertained some value, by voting him 
ten pounds; and when the proprietor of the estate was informed 
of his conduct, he ofercd him his freedom. Now, Edward Barrett 
could tell them, that no one could fully estimate the value of 
freedom but. those who had once been slaves, He however had a 
son atrived at the age of manhood, to whom the yoke of bondage 
was less endurable, and he therefore requested that his son might 
be liberated instead of himself. (Loud applause.) His request 
was granted, and he had no pore but that of ending his days 
with the goods and chattels of his master. But on the 1st of August, 
1858, through their efforts, and the efforts of the British public 
generally, the last link of the chain which bound him and others 
in Jamaica was broken, he trusted for ever. (Hear and cheers.) 
Mr. Barrett now stood “before them a free man, and while he 
knew ey would rejoice in welcoming him and his companion, as 
christian brethren, equal in all eopeces to themselves in the sight 
of God, he (Mr. Barrett) would rejoice to tell them what a 
lorious change liberty had wrought for his countrymen in 
amaica. (Cheers.) ae 
Mr. Barrett here came forward, and delivered a short address, 
in the course of which he replied to some of the charges brought 
against the negros respecting the falling off in the production of 
sugar, by stating, that while the planters during the time of 
slavery, compelled their children and wives to work in the fields 
from morning to night, they now sent their children to school, 
and allowed their wives to fill the station for which they were 
intended, that of attending to their families and homes. 
The Rev. Mr. Knipp on presenting himself was received with 
ars enthusiasm, He assured the meeting it was with no ordinary 
eelings of pleasure he arose on that occasion to unfold, as far as 
time woul permit, some of those glorious scenes that had trans- 
ired in Jamaica, and which had been brought about by the 
united orp. ox of the Christian Church, and of the philanthropic 
portion of the land of his birth. There was a fitness, (at least it 
so appeared to him) that one of those who had witnessed the 
results of emancipation, should make his first report in a town, 
not less renowned for its manufacturing enterprise than for its 
determined opposition to slavery, wherever slavery was found to 
exist. (Cheers.) When he remembered the different meetings 
that had been held in Birmingham in behalf of the slave—when 
he remembered the urgent appeals and glowing language used 
by many of those by whom he was surrounded, he felt he was 
Suehang ne some portion of that debt of gratitude which he could 
but feebly repay, in coming forward and laying before them some 
of those glorious results which had taken place in the island of 
Jamaica, and the different colonies by which it was surrounded. 
They had heard of the abolition of slavery—he had seen it—They 
had caught the distant sounds of liberty from the Western Archi- 
a gen had stogd amidst all their thunders and his heart had 
with joy; and never while memory held her seat 
or remembrance existed in his bosom, should he forget 
the joyous scenes he had witnessed on the memorable 
first of August, when things became men, and those who 
were before but. as goods and chattels, stood in the possession 
of the common rights and privileges with which Gop had 
endowed all his creatures. These glorious results had been mainly 
brought about by the efforts of a band of Christian missionaries, 
who had only the consciousness of duty to support them, men 
who were frowned on by those in power, for ever the objects of 
suspicion by the lovers of tyranny and oppression, till under the 
wer of Christianity, slavery bowed to its benign and sacred in- 
an (Cheers. ) He was aware that efforts had been made, 
and would still be made, to impugn the character of his beloved 
brethren—he was aware that it had been said, that the sacred 
duty of a Christian ministry had been surrendered for the stormy 
charges tanto prove them, (Hear, hear) ‘If'to defend tho op 
harges that rove them. (Hear, . to defen o 
pressed against the encroachments of arbi ) power—if to wate 
with uniting energy the first breathing of liberty in the inhabi- 
tants of the West--:fto sympathize with the wretched and the 





unfriended, and strive by day and by night to give them those 
rights of which they np OE never to have been deprived—if to 
suceour the infirm and the helpless when in distress and ready to 
despair—if to secure the hard-working peasant a just return for 
his labour—if to endeavour to disenthral his mind from 
the miasma and pollution of slavery, and teach him to think 
of his rights as a man—if to strike from the hands of a female 
the chain of bondage, and place in its stead the child of her 
affection, and tell her, that her home was her place, and not the 
unsheltered glare of a burning sun—if these things were political, 
then indeed would he acknowledge that the Baptist missionaries 
of Jamaica had been political. (Great applause.) He had in 
the city of Kingston, in Jamaica, in the town where he laboured 
amongst a people whom he loved, publicly challenged his enemies 
to come forward if they dare, and refute a single statement which 
he had made respecting their guilt, or the good conduct of those 
whom they had so unjustly maligned. He should not insult an 
English audience by endeavouring to refute the slanders which 
day after day, and week after week, had been reiterated against 
him and his brethren ; he had brought his accusers to the bar of jus- 
tice and defied them to prove a single act against them, but like 
cowards they had slunk from the task. (Cheers. ) He hoped heshould 
be excused if now and then he referred to official documents, as a 
proof that that which they had done had met with theapprobation 
of those who were capable ofjudging of the rectitude oftheirconduct. 
The Rev. gentleman here read extracts from the address of the 
Baptist missionaries of Jamaica to Sir Lionel Smith, on his retire- 
ment from the government of that island, and the reply of his 
Excellency, in which Sir Lionel bore testimony to the good 
effected by the whole body of missionaries, and particularly to 
the efforts of those who had contributed to fit the peasantry for 
freedom amid persecutions, insults, and dangers of no ordinary 
kind. He eee Knibb,) should not have referred to the reply of 
Sir Lionel Smith, were it not that the present governor of Jamaica, 
before he was twenty days in the colony, had dared to traduce the 
character of the whole body of Baptist missionaries, not one of 
whom he had ever seen. (Hear, hear.) He knew it was right 
to ~ sem of dignitaries with respect, but the time was come when, 
if they were to respect those placed in authority over them, such 
men must at least respect themselves. The Rev. Gentleman here 
read extracts froma despatch of Sir Charles Metcalfe, written 
twenty days after he had assumed the government of Jamaica, 
and before (to the best of his, Mr. Knibb’s knowledge,) he 
had visited a single estate, or come in contact with a single 
individual belonging to the body whom he so foully de- 
nounced, charging the Baptist missionaries with entering into 
political partizanship, and being influenced by pecuniary con- 
siderations, in the course which they adopted in reference to 
the ne pr tear” Having vindicated himself and his brethren 
from these charges, the speaker glanced at the results of emanci- 
pation, which had more than realized the expectations of their 
most ardent friends. It had been said, and truly said, that there 
had been a falling off in the produce of the sugar crop since the 
emancipation of the slaves ; but it had also been said, and most 
untruly said, that it was owing to the Influence of the a 
missionaries, that this result was to be attributed. It had n 
his (Mr. Knibb’s) happiness, to be called upon to form in con- 
nexion with an attorney in the island, the first scale of wages ona 
Jamaica estate, to which not the least exceptions were made by 
the people. But this was not all. They did not fix the price of 
wages—the planters had done this themselves. During the time of 
slavery, when the negros applied to their masters with the view 
of purchasing their freedom, the latter were obliged to swear 
tothe value of their daily labour before the price of manumission 
could be settled, and this they valued at four bits per day. 
Now was it to be supposed that a man hearing his master swear | 
that his labour was worth four bits a day, would be disposed to 
place a lower value upon his work; but yet such was the desire 
of the christian freemen to act justly, that they struek off one- 
third of the sum which their masters had sworn was their 
due, and cheerfully worked for two-thirds the sum (cheers). 
Not content with this noble concession a meeting of 
planters was held to see if they could not reduce the rate of 
wages still lower, but here the missionaries felt it their duty to 
protect the people and here they made a firm stand. (Hear and 
cheers). They told the planters if the labourof sugar cultiva- 
tion was not worth one shilling a day, that it was time they turned 
their landsto something else. (Laughter). Another cause of thedimi- 
nution of the produce of the estates in Jamaica referred to by Mr. 
Knibb was, that the planters refused to cultivate the land, under 
the impression that the negros would not work. Another cause 
of the diminution in the produce was the unjust manner in which 
it was attempted to force exorbitant rents from the peasantry ; 
and he regretted to say, that by a law passed with the sanction of 
Sir Charles Metcalfe, the owner of a house had the power of 
raising the rent every week if he pleased, and ejecting summarily 
by a written notice. (Hear, hear.) ‘To show still further the 
oppression to which the negros were subject, if a father wished 
to work on another estate, or to send his children to school, he 
was cha 10d, a week in the shape of rent for each child. 
But it might be said “we want facts to prove these things ?” 
These facts and these proofs he was ready to produce. He held 
in his hand the following document, for the genuineness of which 
he pledged himself. It was a receipt from “ John Spencer” for the 
sum of £1. for Pit tothe 25th Jan.,1840. The receipt wassigned, 
> 





“ Edward Sedgwick,” appended to the document, was the fol- 
lowing notice :-—“ Every Rrst class labourer, who has been work- 
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ing off the property, will be. required to pay 1s, 8d. per week, 
a all ahern tu years old, 10d. per week, and must work five 
days in the week, otherwise 1s. 8d. will be to the first 
class, and 10d. to the second, for every day they absent them- 
selves without a satisfactory reason! (Hear, hear.) Did they 
call this freedom! (“ No, no.”) This, however, was what was 
called freedom in Jamaica, and it was political agitation when 
they endeavoured to put down a system on fraud, cruelty 
and oppression. (cheers.) But this was not all. Another cause 
of the diminution of the produce, and one which the planters 
could. not get over was this, that the women had gone to their 
proper station in their families, and. their children had gone 
to their schools—(Cheers.) The meeting were, doubtless, well 
aware ‘that in the time of slavery the mother was obliged to 
surrender her child when a month old to some mercenary on the 
estate, and return themselves to the gang in the field, where they 
were compelled to labour from morning till night. And did they 
suppose that the agents of freedom in Jamaica would have done 
their duty if they had not attempted to prevent this? (No, yo 
every one would be delighted to answer, in whose bosoms glowe 
the feelings of human beings, and he confessed that he for one, 
delighted to find their women attending to their domestic duties, 
and the children hastening to their schools, to receive that instruc- 
tion which he trusted would make them wise unto salvation. Mr, 
Knibb here referred to the rapid progress which education was 
making amongst the people, and added, it was impossible to 
deny that the amount of the sugar crop had decreased, but if 
they received in this country less sugar, they exported to their 
West Indian colonies a much larger quantity of their manufac- 
tured goods ; and if they had not enough of sugar to supply the 
home consumption, there were other countries to get it from, 
(Cheers.) He would, however, mention one fact that would 
speak for itself, as a proof that emancipation had not operated 
injuriously on the cultivation of sugar. Before leaving Jamaica, 
he called upon a proprietor of an estate, named Daniel Hart, an 
Israelite, and informed him that he was going to England, and 
wished to know how the people got on and how his estate thrived, 
and the reply was, “I get on pe 1 give the people four 
bits a day, and I charge them nothing for rent, as I wish to keep 
them on the property.” On Mr. Bowder’s estate in St. Thomas 
in the east, the people received 2s. 6d.a day currency, as he 
could show by the overseer’s book, and yet the produce had 
realized within the last two years, the sum of £4000, the original 
cost of the property. Mr. Hoskins, .a gentleman residing 
on another cstate, told him, that the manufacture of the 
tum paid all the contingencies, and that he was enabled to send all 
the sugar home as clear profit. (Cheers,) In referring to the 
conduct of the people themselves, Mr. Knibb said, it was above 
all praise. It was a fact that there was not a labouring popula- 
tion on the earth so free from crime, as the labouring population 
of Jamaica. He could prove this from the records of the courts 
of law in Jamaica. At the last assize court of Montego Bay 
amongst a population of 125,000 individuals, only 19 were charged 
with offence. Of this number six were white men ; of the re- 
mainder, thirteen were acquitted, and there was not a female 
amongst them all. (Cheers.) In the parish in which he himself 
resided, containing a population of 35,000 persons, only one pri- 
soner was committed for trial in the space of three months (Cheers). 
He went to the House of Correction at Trelawney before he left 
the island, to see all that could he seen, in order that he might 
be enabled to tell all that could be told, and asked permission to 
go on the treadmill, when the governor said to him, “ Mr. Knibb, 
there is no use concealing the truth, but ever since the Ist of 
August we have mever been able to muster hands enough to 
turn it, and the mill has become rusty, and is going to pieces.” 
(Loud cheering.) At the parish of St. Anne’s the gaol had been 
shut up for the six months, and the keeper had been put on 
half-pay, till he was again required. (Laughter and cheers.) In 
the parish of Westmoreland, in which a deacon of hisown church 
had been flogged for praying to God,|the workhonse was in ruins, for 
there was no one to tenant it. These were facts which he should 
resound throughout England, and let hisenemies deny them, if they 
could. Outof the whole number of those chaos 9 christianity in 
the Baptist church, and they had 50,000 at least, outof this number, 
and it was equally true with respect to the professors belonging to 
other denominations, only one individual had been brought to the 
bar of his country since the Ist of August 1838, and he was 
acquitted of the crime laid to his charge. (Cheers.) Mr. Knibb, 
in conclusion, called the attention of the meeting to the vagrant 
laws recently enacted, by which females could still be worked in 
chains for sixty days, on the conviction of a single magis- 
trate, and their istrates were not celebrated for their 
wisdom or their intelligence. (This iniquitous aet had been 
passed since Sir Lionel Smith left the island, and he trusted all 
who heard him. would join heart and hand in dinouncing 
these unjust and iniquitous enactments, and urging on the 
British government the policy and the justice of getting 
rid of them. (Loud applause.) The Rev. Gentleman closed his 
address by an able and powerful appeal to professing Christians 
and ministers of religion in America, to renounce the holding and 
traffic of slaves, and wash for ever from their hands a stain which 
was alike disgraceful and inconsistent to them as men and Chris- 
tians. 

The Rey. Mr, Morean then came. forward and proposed a 
resolution which had been entrusted to him, and in doing so 
said, he desired to call upon them to express their sympathy 





with his Rev. Brother, who had just sat down. They could 
the extent of his labours, They form no’ 

of the dangers and difficulties to which he had exposed, 
(Mr. M.) well remembered when he was home to 
native land by severe persecutions. He then a tale unfo 
which tingled in their ears. His Rev. brother was then what. 
had that evening professed himself, the firm and uncompro 
advocate of the unfortunate negro, Mr. M. then 
lowing resolution : “ That this menvng, ae avail themselves 
of this early occasion to present to the Rev Mr. Knibb, Baptist 
missionary from Jamaica, their hearty congratulations on his safe 
arrival in his native land, and to express, notwithstandi 
reproach and calumny by which he been oS the 
| Ssaeagw he has been compelled to endure, their unabated con- 

dence in his high principles, and their admiration of his steady 
and fervent zeal in prosecuting the welfare both spiritual and 
temporal of the negro race.” 

e Rev. Thomas Swarm seconded the resolution, in an excel- 
lent speech, which we regret, the want of room prevents us from 
givin . He commended in appropriate terms, the conduct of the 

ev. William Knibb, and concluded by expressing a hope, that 
the British public would never cease agitating, until they effected 
the er of all the slaves in the world, 

The resolution was then put and carried with great applause. 

James James, +, was then called to the chair, after which a 
vote of thanks to Captain Moorsom, was proposed and carried, 
and the meeting separated, highly delighted at the result of the 
night’s proceedings. : 


Colonial anv fforefqn Entelligence. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT A GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE KINGSTON ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, 


Held at the Court-house, Kingston, 9th March, 1840, the Honble 
Hector Mitchell, Esq. Mayor, in the Chair. 


I. That slavery is a system of fraud, injustice, and murder, alike 
opposed to the express command of God, and subversive of 
the natural rights of man : it is therefore the duty of every 
individual to attempt its abolition. 

i. ee by Wm. Wemyss Anderson, Esq.—seconded by Edward 

ordan, Esq. 

II. That the transition from slavery to freedom in this colony, 
has fully realized the reasonable expectations of its advocates, 
while it affords a practical demonstration of the fitness of the 
negro population to receive the boon. And that the just and 
equitable principles of equal rights and privileges, are not only 
consistent with amenity; religion, and sound policy, but also 
best calculated to promote the commercial interests of a nation. 

Te cays by Daniel Hart, Esq.—seconded by the Rev. William 

nibb. 

III. That this meeting deplores the continued existence of slavery 
in various parts of the world, as well as the ivated horrors 
of the slave-trade consequent thereon. That it rejoices in the 
determination of the British and American Anti-slavery socie- 
ties to hold conventions in New York and London, for the 
ae of effecting its universal overthrow, and request 

illiam Wemyss Anderson, Esquire, the Reverend John 
Clarke, and William Slayter, with Captain Stuart, to repre- 


if 
nee 


r 





sent the views of this meeting at such conventions, and aid in 


the accomplishment of that great and benevolent design, 

a by the Rev. John Wooleridge—seconded by Rev. John 

ark, - 

IV. - That the thanks of this Meeting be presented to his Honour 
the Mayor, for his readiness in granting the use of the Court- 
house for this meeting, and his kindness and impartiality in 
superintending the business of the meeting. 

Moved by the Rev. Samuel Oughton,—seconded by James 


Taylor, Esq. 


JAMAICA ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. 


A meeting of the Jamaica anti-slavery convention was held in the Bap- 
tist chapel, Spanish town, on the 6th March last, for the appointment of 
delegates to Great Britain and America, the Hon. Thomas J. Bernard, Esq. 





‘in the chair, when the Rev. Messrs. John Clark, of Jericho, and William 


Slayter, both missionaries, late of Jamaica, Messrs. Joseph Sturge, Thomas 
Harvey, James Whitehouse and W. W. Anderson, with Captain Stuart, 
were appointed. At this meeting, I. J. Gurney, Esq. spoke with conside- 
rable effect, adverting amongst other topics to what he had seen during his 
tour among the islands. : ; 
After paying, said Mr. G., a visit to the Danish colonies, in all of which 
he was glad to see the spirit of true religion—his attention was directed in 
succession to the windward islands; among them to Tortola, St. Christo- 
pher, Antigua, and Dominica, and he was happy to report that in each of 
them, though under different circumstances, the free labourers, with little 
exception, were working cheerfully and willingly for moderate wages on 
the estates to which they were attached. He found that a good under- 
standing generally prevailed between masters and labourer. He called to’ 
mind the testimony of one in Tortola employing 1500 free labourers, in. 
the various estates under his charge, as owner or attorney, by which it 
appeared that all were working well, and there were no complaints, The 
same report was given by many high and respectable parties in the other 
islands, and especially ‘by one in Dominica, having almost one half of 
the estates in the island under his care—one who had been accustomed to 
the old system, but who now freely acknowledged that the labourers Were 
working pas i ew for moderate wages, and that the properties had 
saved money by the change. Now, he wished his friends to observe, and 
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not tire them, that the circumstances of some of the 
t from those of others, and he knew of no two (and 
art would bear him: out in saying so,) he knew of 
it than Antigua and Demuarce. Antigua was what is 
y cultivated, with little or no oe 5 hl and also 

: inica, on the other hand, was blessed with 
‘ y—not one-tenth part of it was cultivated, and a good 
‘of itin desert. Thus, in either a natural or physical point, these 
i differed eral, tae ae ee ae ir difference was 
greater. In peop enjoyed a christian education 
for a great many years. 7000 (we underetocd Mr. Gurney to say,) were 
g instructed in her se , under the influence of Methodists, 
Moravians, and Church of England teachers. Perhaps of all the colonies, 
there was not one so fairly circumstanced as Anti Go. forward to 
Dominica, and the people were found under the authority of their Roman 
fathers, and yet the old plan answered equally well in both islands—the 
plan of giving fair wages. Take the educated and the ignorant, the dry 
and the bountiful island, where an opportunity of squatting is offered, and 


_ the people were found labouring equally well. He would appeal to his 


nm Stuart, (Captain Stuart, said, certainly.) Here then was 
proof that the principle of giving fair work for fair wages belongs to the 
nature and constitution of man, and he was sure from what he had already 
seen, that there was no part of the human race to which this observation 
could ny “Ue with more cogency, than to the descendants of Africa. With 
respect to the question of imports, he had been delighted in Antigua and 
St. Christopher’s, to find the imports just double what they had formerly 
been, and to what was that to be ascribed ?—to the fondness of the people 
for good clothing, in preference to the oznaburghs which bad been men- 
tioned ; though he was not opposed to oznaburgh, and he would wish to 
avoid every statement which might possibly give pain, at which offence 
might be taken in the present state of parties.” 





ON THE CONTROL OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 
OF THE WINDWARD ISLANDS OVER TRINIDAD. 


(From the Trinidad Standard.) 


_ The editor of the West Indian thus concludes his notice of the recent 
important change which have been made as regards the nature of the con- 
trol to be exercised by the governor-general of the windward islands 
over the affairs of this colony :— 


“Tt would thus appear that while Sir Evan McGregor is so far 
relieved from the care, the trouble and anxiety of mind attendant 
upon the administration of the government of Trinidad—his authority 
as civil governor is in no way lessened, and that this arrangement 
is more the result of those changes which had been decided upon 
at the colonial office, previously to the presentation of the Trinidad 
memorials upon the subject, than from a desire to gratify the Trinidad- 
ians, or rather that portion of them, who were ready to “ move 
heaven and earth” to effect the separation of their island from the 
windward government. 

“There can be no doubt, that his Excellency heartily rejoices over this 
new arrangement—at any rate he has no great cause to regret his par- 
tial separation from a people, who, like the Trinidadians, are so 
pre agra wedded to their own notions of right and wrong, and who 
prefer their own way of managing matters at home, be the system 

ever so bad, to a reform, which would give them an improved state 
of things, and secure to them a liberal, an impartial, and an 
enlightened government.” 

“ Whether the change had been decided upon at the Colonial Office pre- 
viously to the presentation of the Trinidad memorials upon the subject, 
or was adopted subsequently to “gratify the Trinidadians,” matters 
little now, seeing, however motived, it has been fully carried into 
effect: yet, that the colonial minister should have informed us, in 
teply to these very memorials, that in consequence of the con- 
flicting opinions expressed on the subject, no alteration could be 
made in the arrangement—whilst so very material an alteration was 
already ‘‘ decided upon”—is a little discrepancy in our contemporary’s 
hypothesis, which we leave him to account for as he may think 
proper. As to the imputation of “ being wedded to our own notions 
of right and wrong, and preferring our own way of managing 
matters at home,” we must admit “the soft impeachment.” ‘The 
Trinidadians are not the only people in the world who prefer managing 
their own matters at home, to seeing them entrusted to strangers :— 
least of all do we wish to have them mixed up with, and made sub- 
servient to, those of Barbados. What interest have we in common 
with her? Or rather, are not our interests and hers the very 
antipodes of each other. Barbados is an old country; Trinidad a 
new one: Barbados is an emigrating country; Trinidad an immi- 
‘grating one. The interests of the two colonies clash in every point, 

are as opposite as are their respective ratio of fertility, viz. : 
—‘* Barbados cane-pieces—three acres to the ;” “ Trinidad 
cane-pieces—three hogsheads to the acre!” Then look at the size of 
the two colonies——Trinidad, a dependency of Barbados! Why one 
might as well seek to make England a dependency of the Isle of 
Wight—“ C'est le clow de giraffle qui veut gouverner le jambon.” rs 
will not our ian contemporaries enjoy their “ liberal, impartial, 
and enlightened government” in quiet, and not force us to say things 
which we would rather leave unsaid ? 


From the British Guiana Royal Gasette——The British Emancipator, the 
last number of which appeared sometime about the conclusion of last y ear, 
has been succeeded by another journal, the constitution and disposition of 
which are nearly the same as those of its predecessors. It is entitled the 
Anti-Slavery Reporter, and the second number of it is at present before us. 
The animus of this journal is easil from its extracts and its 
leading article. Its conductors, an connected with it, seem to be 
pt eae ag re dead gg ener see a ion, as were the 
onpeert ers 0 Emancipator, to ish exaggerated falsehoods 

statements as the pabulum of its existence. From its tone we would 
not be surprised if we should be again visited by some restless dema- 
such as Jonn ears! faders. by that ten ie 
umself——and our peaceable ustrious labourers once more rendered 
unsettled and unhappy through his instrumentality. : 


The Barbadian is greatly afflicted at 'the off in the sugar 
crop, and of course attributes it to.the overthrow of the good old system. 
With him drought has nothing to do with calamity, and the barsh measures 
of the planters are entirely innocent. Were they once again slave 
prietors, and the ne their goods and chattels, no doubt the plantations 
would be fraitful— ds of sugar would multiply, and the colony 
would prosper. We suspect some exaggeration in the dolorous accounts 
given by our contemporary, but if they be true to the letter, the following 
observations from the Liberal, on the state of things in the island deserves 
especial attention. They may somewhat account for the calamity. 

We regret exceedingly the evils with which the country has been 
afflicted, for these few weeks, by the imprudent legislation and intemperate 
conduct of men whom self-interest, if not self-respect, should urge into 
the opposite course. It must be evident to every one in the least capable 
of reasoning, that the days of coercion—of successful tyranny—are for 
ever at an end in these colonies ;—that, in a word, the hot-iron yoke of 
slavery is shattered into a thousand ungatherable and unjoinable fragments, 
and the sooner these are swept clean away and forgotten amongst the 
rubbish of the past, the better it will be for all parties concerned. Why 
retain them, or wish to retain them, to encumber our habitation, and be an 
eye sore in the sight of many? 

At a moment when the colonies around us are prospering in tranquillity 
and, at least, apparent contentment, it is highly disreputable to Barbados 
— it tells of anything but the wisdom of her rulers and the virtue of her sons, 
that discontent and disorderly excitement should exist and be clamorous 
within her bounds. Could national prosperity even possibly co-exist with 
such a state of society, it would surely be far better to prosper without it 
than with it ; but who doubts that ruin is a necessary consequence of such 
a state? 

It is not our intention, in this place, to revert to the immediate causes of 
the evils we are deploring: they are so very generally well known, and 
(let us add) reprobated, that it is unnecessary to notice them here, We 
would rather direct attention to the primary cause, without which those 
others would be inoperative and of no effect, and use our endeavours to 
remove it. That primary cause, as we have repeatedly stated, is the inju- 
dicious system of plantation management adopted subsequently to the 
abolition of apprenticeship. ‘be planters thought, that in binding down 
the liberated negros on their estates as plantation servants,—giving them 
houses and grounds, and finding them medicine and medical attendance, 
&c. in part of wages,—instead of settling them, at once, as tenants at a 
fair rent, giving them nothing for nothing, and purchasing their disposable 
labour at the market price ;—they thought, we say, that in thus binding the 
people to the estates, and maintaining over them some remnant of the con- 
straint of slavery, they would be better securing that continuous labour 
without which cultivation could not succeed. This is the best motive we 
can find for their injudicious adoption of plantation servitude, instead of 
the free tenantry system; itis the motive by which the planters them- 
selves profess to have been actuated ; but, so far from having effected 
their object, it is notorious, on their own-showing, that they have com- 
gps ailed ;—that continuous labour cannot, for a single week together, 

e calculated upon anywhere, however kind and conciliatory the conduct 
of employers. This might easily have been foreseen. The condition of 
the labourers as plantation servants, and their consequent subjection to 
the authority and daily surveillance of the planter and his agent, bring 
them into frequent collision with these, and tend necessarily to perpetuate, 
on both sides, the continual excitements, the discontents, and bad feelings of 
slavery, and to beget other evils peculiar to the state of freedom. These are 
so many obstacles to the quiet settlement of the labouring population, and, 
of course, to the securing of continuous labour from them. They operate, in 
short, to postpone indefinitely the proper result in colonial prosperity, of 
the measure of abolition—if they do not, indeed, tend to produce other and 
opposite results. 

The planters are now complaining seriously of the abduction of the 
labouring population from the island by emigration agents; and truly 
every lover of his country and his kind must grieve to witness the success 
of these persons. But the planters themselves are the principal agents of 
emigratiou. Itis by their misconduct,—by their imprudent measures for 
the management of free men on principles of slavéry,—by their errors in 
legislation and practice, that the agents of emigration have succeeded 
and will succeed. Like crows to a feast of carrion, they flock to those 
spots only on which discontent and disaffection are to be found. They are 
invited, lured by the diseases and rottenness of society ;—upon these they 
feed and thrive, and the appearance of these evils anywhere is the signal for 
their advent in that place. A healthy state of society—a settled, tranquil, 
contented population possesses no charm for them, offers no field for their 
enterprise. {hey shun such as unprofitable. 

If the planters would effectually check emigration, they must not hope 
to do it by coercive laws, trenching, in the smallest degree, on the liberty 
of the subject. This would be pemecerive in their error, and making 
bad worse. It would aggravate the very evil it was intended to remedy. 
It would have the effect, most decidedly, of bringing into the field, as 
their opponents, many now standing aloof, who would rather see the 
island entirely depopulated, than a single right of the people improperly 
restricted ; and foremost*amongst these, we pledge ourselves to take our 
stand with all the influence, be that little or much, which we possess. If 
they would effectually check emigration, let them retrace their steps,—let 
them reform their plantation system, correct the abuses on which emigra- 
tion depends for success, and settle the population in a condition to con- 
sider dispassionately and soberly the seductive pramises of its agents, and 
resist their evil arts, if any such are resorted to. Let the planters, for their 
own sake and their country’s, but resolve to do this, and set about the 
doing of it steadily and in good faith: and we and every friend of the 
eople are ready to co-operate with them to the utmost extent of our abi- 
ity. Let them do this, and we pledge ourselves to rid the island, now 
and for ever, of emigration agents within one month from date. 





The accounts from the generality of the Islands are favourable, as to 
the working of the agricultural population. Ata recent meeting of the 
Windwerd agricultural society of St. Vincent, it was unanimously 
resolved, in reply to a question put by the president—‘ That a decided 


‘improvement has taken § place amongst the agricultural labourers 





resident on estates, since January last: that they appear ‘more contented 
and satisfied with their sitaations, and that the labour afforded by 
them, is more continuous.” Grenada Gazette, 
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PROSECUTION OF MESSRS. BARRETT AND REID, 
MISSIONARIES. | Ost 


A new prosecution exhibiting the love of justice rte aad the 
essrs 


' enlightened courts of Jamaica has been set on foot yo 


Barrett and Reid, missionaries of the London and Baptist Mis- 
sionary Societies. They are accused of creating a riot with the 
intention of assault. The facts lie within small com 
Drunkenness with its attendant evils had fearfully increased in 
the parish of Clarendon, and the above-named gentlemen, as it 
behoved them, employed every legitimate means to arrest its pro- 
ers One of them, Mr. Barrett, drew public attention by a 
etter to the Colonial Reformer, to the increase of rum shops, 
which of course gave t offence to certain gentlemen, keepers of 
these shops. One of them, a Mr. Anderson, lived opposite to 
Mr. Barrett’s house. On many occasions the ill will of Mr. A. 
against Mr. Barrett had discovered itself, and threats appear to 
have been used, which we do not choose to repeat. 

One evening, while Mr. Barrett was at a public service in the 
chapel of Mr. Reid, at some little distance from his residence, Mrs. 
B. then near her confinement, ) was greatly alarmed at the point- 
ing of a pistol by Mr. Anderson, towards the house ; she of course 
expected mischief, and dispatched a messenger for her husband to 
return immediately. He did so, followed by many of his friends 
who had been worshipping with him. 

Soon afterwards Mr. Reid also followed. Both gentlemen desired 
that the people should not accompany them, but remain in the 
chapel. On arriving at Mr. Anderson’s house remonstrances en- 
sued, and Mr. Parker, a friend of Anderson’s, avers that Mr. Reid 
shook a stick at him in a threatening manner, a thing exceedingly 
improbable. It is unnecessary to add that the evidence sustaining 
the charge was futile in the extreme, nevertheless the parties were 
found guilty. Fain would the court have fixed on one of the 
above missionaries the charge of riotous assault, but this of course 
was overruled ; not less than three persons must be leagued to- 
gether for such an offence. 

Sentence was not pronounced ; the defendants entered into 
recognizances to appear when called on, and a motion for an arrest 
of judgment, on the ground of an informality, was announced, 

uch is the measure dealt out to the friends of freedom and 
virtue in Jamaica—all must expect to have a share of it. We are 
glad to extract from a subsequent paper a complete exculpation of 
the accused parties, by those who are most likely to know them. 

“We the undersigned, missionaries of the London Missionary 
Society assembled at ps pag feeling ourselves called upon to 
take some public notice of the late prosecution of our brother, the 
Rey. W. G. Barrett, and the Rev. James Reid, of the Baptist 
Missionary Society, do hereby declare, that while we abhor, and 
should condemn in any persons, and more especially in Christian 
ministers, such conduct as that of which they have been accused, 
we have at the same time a firm conviction that they are innocent 
of the charges brought against them, and our confidence in the 
integrity of their character, is not in the least abated. We beg to 
offer them assurance of our cordial sympathy with them, in the 
tronble and pain which the proceedings in the case must have 


occasioned them.” 
‘Joun Ving, First Hill, Trelawney. 
Wirt1aM Attoway, Dry Harbour, St. Ann’s. 
Joun Woo.ermper, Kingston. 
Rosert Jonss, Chapelton. 
Bensamin- Franxuin, Morant Bay. 


(From the Dominican of March 11th.) 

Taz Lecistature.—The assembly were to meet to-day, but owing, we 
understand, to boaily indisposition in the speaker, no meeting took place. 
In our anxiety to be brief last week, we omitted, in the notice of legi 
lative proceedings, a message from the lieutenant-governor, announcing 
the disallowance, by Sir William Colebrooke, of the vagrant and poor 
relief bills, recently passed by the council and assembly. The grounds 
given are, the specification of offences constituting “an idle and disorder! 
person” in the first clause of the vagrant bill, includes some belonging 
rather to police than to a vagrant bill; and the leaving of the execution of 
the bill to the general, and not solely to the stipendiary magistracy of the 
island—the latter point will, however, be permitted provided a suspending 
clause be added to the bill. The “poor” bill is refused assent, because it 
substitutes a relief less in value than the one now existing under the abo- 
lition act: the latter law granting 4s. 6d. per week to infirm former 
apprentices besides the use of their former domiciles, which the late 
owners are enjcined to allow them, and the bill now rejected being entirely 

silent as to these domiciles. 

Another m was received from lieutenant-governor M‘Phail, 
announcing the relief from prison ofa man named Christmas, confined therein 
a considerable time for kidnapping a child and returning him to his owner 
in Gaudaloupefand who had been fined £100, and recommending the fees 
due by him to be paid by the colony to the Provost Marshal. 

We are sorry, says the same paper, that Sir Wm. Colebrook bas refused 
his assent to the vagrant bill, piri by both the council and 
assembly (an event which has of been exceedingly rare) on the 
ground of its not being restricted, in its execution, to the stipendiary 
magistracy. ‘This bill can hardly be said to be one affecting the relation 
of “‘ proprietor and cultivator of the soil;” all which measures, we have 
— argued, should not be left to the general magistracy. 

We think that if a proper pe press were speedily drawn up, and 
sent to Antigua, in the of a message from the assembly, along! with 
the new bill, it afford his Excellency some information, and mduce 
him to allow the to be in force, at least, till we can hear from England. 


Te nagrenr 4 we have no doubt, is sufficiently informed already, and 
we trust, r enlighten d his 
more of the vagrant and poor relief bills. on part, we shall hear no 








THE HANOVER MAGISTRATES AGAIN!!! 
OPPRESSIVE EXCESS OF JURISDICTION. ; 
Wuen will the labouring of this commumtity have justice done them t 
wanton Of sash tobe? Walle be onceel ot ab pesca er, quad to 
tration of rst. surprising if ; ; 
ion by such as those of the in the case 


/of Otty, and in that detailed in another part of this day's impression, 
the many others 


Werk eed tiated ae Gace Gon as . me, 

which e ngs to our knowledge—will surprising, 
we pg gf tw Saboteees sliould fe length lose patience, and come to a 
determination to work no lo for parties, who so obstinately withhold 
from them the possession of the civil rights, to which they are in law, as 
well as justice, entitled ! 

If trash houses have been maliciously destroyed in Hanover, to what 
source is the alarming evil to be attributed, but to the insane and perverse, 
course pursued by the magistrates, attorney, and rietors of that ill-fated 
parish? If the try should throw down the hoe, and 
abandon the cultivation of the cane in that part of the island, or even 
emigrate in a body with their wives and children, from a quarter in which 
they have suffered so much injustice and gy eyree to settle in some 
better governed district, to what cause will absent and ruined pro- 
prietor be able to trace so overwhelming a calamity, but to such decisions 
as that of Otty, and this of Lewis? 

We have here an instance of a BLACK man sentenced to THREE MONTHS’ hard 
labour in the penal gang, for merely using an insolent expression to a white 
book-keeper—for there is not a sliadow of evidence that can justify the 
magistrates in convicting him of breach of contract, even if any contract 
actually existed. —Reverse the matter for a moment, and let us yp 2 
that the book- r, had, in the plenitude of his authority, the 
expressions alleged to the labourer Lewis, and we ask Messrs. C 
and Pullar, whether they would have dared for a moment to think of 
ing him to the house of correction for three months, Seeteatseliiae dee 

Such cases of improper language are constantly brought before 
magistrates, both socal. and stipendiary, in this town and Kingston, and in 
all cases, whether the offender be black or white, he is punished by the 
infliction of a small pecuniary fine, and in default of payment, committed 
to the house of correction, for a term, never, we believe, exceeding seven 
or eight days. 

We recommend the case of this unfortunate victim of magisterial 
ignorance or iniquity, to his Excellency’s most serious consideration; and 
we again call upon him to reform and purge the Hanover bench of magis- 
trates. So long as such men as Messrs Pullar, Johnson, Dawes, and 
especially Cocking, are permitted to— 

Play such fantastic tricks before high heaven— 
there will be no chance of repose or prosperity for this distracted colony. 

When will the peasantry of this country be permitted, in tranquillity 
and peace to enjoy the blessings of that freedom, for which, as at present 
extended to them, the defrauded people of Great Britain have paid far 

ond its full value. 

Will it still be pretended, even in the house of pees in the face of the 
late monstrous decisions in Hanover, St. James’s, St. ’s, St. David’s, 
and Port-Royal, and in fact, in almost every other parish in the island, 
that the interests of the labouring population so often brought in collision 
with those of the planter, can be safely entrusted to a magistracy com- 
posed exclusively of the latter. ‘ 

Let the British government before hazarding the rash experiment, 
bethink themselves of the fate of the ar — — the silly 
shepherd who begrudged the necess to his faithful dogs, i 
to the disinterested 4 of wolves, ‘whe undertook to eure. bis elpont 
a conclusion, we ask, will Sir Charles Metcalfe grant effectual redress 
to the injured man, Lewis? Will he cause him to be released from the 
cruel punishment to which he has been so iniquitously consigned? And 
will he, on ascertaining the correctness of the report now published, 
dismiss the two unworthy magistrates who have so prostituted the duties 
of their office? We shall see. 





JAMAICA MAGISTRACY. 

From the Colonial Reformer.—We have learnt with much surprise that a 
large bench of overseers, located on properties in a neighbouring parish, 
have been recommended for commissions in the peace, and that amongst 
them are several former pupils of the notorious John Blair. 

We would entreat his Excellency when this*most extraordinary recom- 
mendation reaches him, to pause, and before he gives his assent to such 
appointment to cause] strict os ig to be instituted into the qualification 
and competence of these parties, for the important office to which it is 
sought to elevate them. : 

ith the gentlemen in question, we have no sort of acquaintance; but 
in our view of the matter, it is quite a sufficient reason for their exclusion 
from the commission, even supposing them duly qualified in other respects, 
that they are holding dependent situations, subject to the direct control or 
capricious will of their employers, and are not even permanent residents 
in the district in which they would be commissioned to act in a judicial 
capacity. 

noone: a magistracy of planting attorney, or even proprietors in too 
large a proportion, has teen ‘ound to be attended with serious inconve- 
niences; but the objection applies with tenfold force to one com of 
overseers who would be*liable to loss of situation and removal the 
district, for entertaining or acting on views differing from those of their 
employers, In this way too, a most dangerous power would be vested 
in the hands of such employers. 


(From the pes ieee.) tniitoelty tl 

Bartisn Gutana-—The papers from colony, are principally taken 
up with discussions on the peer of immigration, which it is supposed will 
greatly benefit this magnificent province ; but as to the description of 
labourers that will best suit the climate and the species of labour to be 
performed, time will eventually show. Thirty thousand dollars, says the 
Guiana Chronicle of the 2nd instant, were this day placed on the estimate 
as ‘‘extraordinaries,” to be managed, by three commissioners, for the 
benefit of the colony. 


Tue Weatuer.—The papers from the windward islands are still fall of 
complaints of the shortness of the crops owing to the long droughts . 
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From a recent number of the Demerara Royal Gasette; we learn that 
heavy rains have fallen in that colony.. Some apprehensions are awakened 
nh effect this may have on the crops—as yet, however, we have 
heard of no in . 

. “ Within the fast thirty-six hours more rain has fallen in and about 
George Town, than can be recollected by,the oldest inhabitant to have fallen 
in the same space of time during any previous year. 

.“ The town was so inundated, that the run of water, through the 

ened flood gates, during the six hours of ebb tide made but a very slight 

ution in its height; the entire of Leopold-street and several places 
aback of town, being, even then, impassable, except in coorials. 

_“ At first we were inclined to ascribe this slowness in the fall of the 
water to neglected drainage of the town; but the report of a gentleman 
who visited the east coast this morning, set right our opinion on that sub- 
ject ; all along the coast for many miles, the front cultivated land of the 
estates is one sheet of water. 

“‘ From certain data, we have come to the conclusion, that two anda 
half feet of water must havefallen since yesterday morning. It is to be 
hoped that our own cultivation may{not suffer, and that so unusual a meteoro- 

i omenon in our quiet atmosphere may not indicate some alarming 
and dangerous change in the weather of our neighbouring colonies. 





The following case of oppression is furnished on the authority of an 
esteemed missionary in Jamaica :— 

John Cross was a slave on Georgia estate; had one leg broken a long 
time before the Argyle war, by a cart running over it in the night; soon 
after the said war he slipped in getting over a wall, and broke the other 
leg ; neither of them was ever set, and he is, in consequence, terribly crip- 
pled. During the apprenticeship, being unable to do estate’s work, he was 
sent. to the grounds, and employed in making ropes, of course without 
any remuneration. Since freedom, his wife and four children have been 
eonstantly working for the estate, and he has attended to their grounds, 
living in a small thatched and wattled hut not worth twenty shillings. On 
Saturday, the 22nd of February, the book-keeper came up and gave him a 
paper, telling him that it was a charge of a dollar a week for his house and 
grounds. Cross told him that all his family were working on the pro- 

» and he was only watching their provisions, The book-keeper replied, 
that if he did not pay the rent by the following week, the Falmouth con- 
stable would come and fetch him down to the court. I have given him per- 
mission to put up a hut on the mission property till he and his family can 
get apiece of land in the neighbourhood. As this is close to his grounds, 

can attend to them as usual, so long as his family continue to work for 
the property. B. B. D. 





ANOTHER SLAVER CAPTURED. 


The Morning Journal contains the following account of the capture of 
a slaver, by H. M. Ship, Cleopatra: 

“ We learn that a Portuguese schooner, the Louisa, having 283 slaves 
on board, was lately captured by H. M. ship, Cleopatra, captain 
Lushington, and was brought into Port-Royal on Monday last. We 
are rejoiced to find so much activity in this important branch of 
service, amongst our vessels of war. 

‘* The rapid succession of the late seizures of slave vessels will convey 
some idea of the enormous extent to which the infernal traffic has 
been carried, for it is probable that where one had been captured, 
ten would escape ; but we may reasonably hope, that the frequency of 
these seizures, and the measures which are being taken by the British 

vernment, will at length put some check to the horrid traffic. 

“* We regret to learn, that the small pox has broken out amongst the 
poor creatures on board the Louisa, who have been just snatched from the 
jaws of slavery, and it is supposed that they will be taken round to Navy 
island, and there landed to undergo quarantine, in the same way that was 
done with the last infected cargo. We learn that a proposition is being 
submitted to the governor, for having them located on one of the quays in 
the neighbourhood of Port-Royal. If a suitable place can be found for 
such purpose, it certainly would be far preferable. 

“‘We have heard some very curious particulars with respect to the 
distribution of the last two cargoes, at Port Antonio, and Montego-Bay ; so 
soon as we obtain authentic details, we will lay them before our readers. 





CARGO OF SLAVES LANDED AT PORTO RICO. 


The following account was given me, says a correspondent, by a mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, from New York, whose veracity and 


eare are beyond question :— 
“ 3rd Mo. 29th, 1840. 


** On the night of 3rd Mo. 12th, 1840, a slaver arrived at St. John’s, 
Porto Rico, and landed a cargo of 37% Africans, ata little village called 
Paloseco, situated at the mouth of the harbour. 

“ Fifteen had died on the voyage, and several were still sick. They did 
not look as emaciated as I had expected. They were valued at 130,000 
dollars, and the expenses were supposed to be nearly 30,000 dollars. 

* Labourers being very much needed, they were, no doubt, soon scat- 
tered over the country. 

“ The vessel was built at Baltimore, and took out American natives ; she 
then went to Havyanna, and obtained Spanish natives. 

** In all cases where a vessel changes her colours, it is necessary that 
the old natives should be given up to the consul. In this case, however, 
the American natives were endorsed by the American consul, a man 
whose conduct in this respect has already been much censured in the 
United States. These proceedings enabled the vessel to sail under either 

at convenience. 

“ After leaving Havanna, she came to St. John’s, Porto Rico, at which 

she was owned, and whence she was fitted out for her destination. 

radford, the American consul, of St. John’s, was absent ; but Francis W. 
Preston, whom he had deputed to act for him, was cognizant of the circum- 
stances, and made application to the governor for the detention of the 
ee latter refused to recognise his authority,and he was without 

‘ The vessel was thus suffered to leave ; she was only absent 70 days, 
was on the coast of Africa half an hour, had just hippo the slaves, when 
all sail, when she succeeded in eluding her pursuers, The negros were 


, she was obliged to leave her boats and make. 





previously bought and made ready for them by the fuctors on: the coast. 

All these vessels are built im Baltimore, ostensibly for the Havanna trade. 

ma For every slave landed the governor of Porto Rico receives a dou- 
n.”’ af 


THE FIRE AT GREEN POND TRASH-HOUSE, 


The Colonial Reformer having expressed its opinion, that the 
fire which destroyed the Trash-house of Green-pond estate was 
the work of an incendiary, and that it was the natural though 
lamentable result of the exasperated feelings of the people, on wit- 
nessing the unlawful outrage committed by their employers, in 
tearing off the roof from the houses of Menairn and Little—thus. 
retracts its error, and does justice to the accused parties. 

From what we have since heard, we fear we have been doing a 
great deal of injustice to those people. We learn that there was 
not the slightest evidence to justify the imputation against any 
one of the people—that there was some reason to suspect that the 
fire originated from the wadding of a pistol fired that morning from 
the great house. 

At all events, Menairn and Little were clearly exculpated by 
the very evidence their accusers gave before the magistrates. Yet 
im the face of that evidence, at the instance of Dr. G. Senior McF. 
Lawson, magistrate of the parish, and assistant judge of the Assize 
Court, a bill of indictment was sent in to the grand jury—a 
Montego Bay grand jury, be it remembered. Yet that jury re- 
turned the bill IGNORED ! ! 

We learn that the conduct of Dr. Lawson towards those unfor- 
tunate persecuted men, was scandalously oppressive and unjust, 
and could the aggrieved parties bring their case before a fair and 
impartial tribunal, we have no doubt that his ignorance and 
prejudice would be so clearly established, as to entitle them to 
roam compensation at his hands, for the injury they have sus- 
tained. 

He committed them to prison in the first instance, without any 
legal charge of crime being exhibited against them, and without 
any examination whatever. He afterwards had them taken from 
the jail and brought before him at Green Pond estate, a distance 
of four miles, there to be examined and re-committed to prison 
for trial no doubt, had the plan not been frustrated by the vigi- 
lance of a conscientious magistrate. 

Again—on the day of the examination at the court house, an 
attempt was made to secure a pack of magistrates of the same 
kidney—which attempt we believe also failed. But after all the 
relentless malignity of the negro-hating slavery, loving despots of 
St. James’, with, Dr. Lawson we believe, at their head, contrived to 
have bills of indictment preferred against the two men, before the 
grand jury, which provflentially was composed of men rather 
more upright and honest than what are usually contained in those 
bodies, and hence, and hence only no doubt, these innocent men 
were saved from being victimized. 

The friends of the negro, especially, W. Knibb, at more than 
one public meeting had maintained from the occurrence of the 
catastrophe, that it was not the work of the parties accused, 
for which they had been loaded with the accustomed abuse and 
reproach. o speaks the truth now? 


THE RELIEF OF THE POOR AND DISEASED. 


In the St. George’s Chronicle, the attention of the legislature is 
called to the condition of the poor, especially the diseased poor. 
We may be allowed to question whether poor laws in the colonies 
be the best means of affording relief to these miserable objects.— 
Still every man must be convinced that some effective measures 
are necessary. In advertising an appeal from the pulpit on behalf 
of these helpless victims of the slave-system, the editor says :— 

We woaie: recommend to the attention of our senators the neces- 
sity of some provision being made for the relief of the numerous 
— and indigent, as well as afflicted, persons, who are to be seen 

aily perambulating our streets, some of whom are so loathsome 
in their appearance, as to excite feelings of disgust in the be- 
holder, and who are entirely dependent for their subsistence 
upon the precarious assistance afforded them by the humane 
and liberal. We know that private charity has done a great 
deal towards administering to the wants of many of these mi- 
serable objects, and that the “ Daily Meal” and “ Alms 
House Societies,” to the extent of the funds at their command, 
have, ‘also alleviated the sufferings of many of them; but, 
when we state that these means are insufficient, owing to the 
great number of the aged and infirm who resort to town Pros the 
nzighbouring estates—those too, for whom it should have been 
imperative upon the directors and proprietors of estates to have 
made proper provision—we do trust that some measures will be 
adopted, by which the wants of the necessitous may be relieved, 
and the maimed and diseased properly provided for. If we 
mistake not, 7 sition was submitted to our legislature some 
time ago, by the home government, for the enactment of poor 
laws ; but which, we believe, were declared either to be unneces- 
sary, or not suited to our state of society ; in arriving at this 
conclusion we conceive that our legislators could not have been 
aware of the extent of pauperism in the colony, or they would 
have hesitated ere they did so. It is not however, too late to 
alter their opinion, and the opportunity cannot be better afforded 
them for doing so, than when they perceive that appeals are made 
to the charity of the community from the pulpit, in aid of 
institutions which are established by voluntary contributions, 
with the avowed object of ministering to the wants of the desti- 
tute and the needy, 
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Dr. Parmer. [From the Dominican:] We avail ourselves 
of the earliest opportunity to tender to our esteemed friend and con- 


temporary Dr. Parmer of the Jamaica Colonial Reformer the expression 


of our unfeigned oe at the untoward treatment which he has been 
doomed so unjustifiably to endure—in being incarcerated in the common 


jail by order of the house of assembly of that extraordinary country. 





Barsapos.—We rejoice to meet with our friend the editor of 
the Liberal again in “ the old arm chair,” in his back gallery—and with 
recruited health maintaining the cause of freedom and justice. Long 
may he be permitted to continue the honourable contest against —— 
and wrong of every kind, in which he has sv successfully engaged. 





A Ussiess Treapmitt.—A short time since W. Knibb visited 
the house of correction in Trelawney ‘‘ to see how things were going on.”’ 
The tread-mill was found so rusty that it would not move. ‘‘ How is this,” 
said he to the keeper, ‘‘ why is your mill in such bad order?” ‘“ The fact 
is,” replied the keeper, ‘‘ that since the ist of August, I have not been 
able to muster hands enough to put on it—criminals are becoming scarce 
in this vicinity.” 





BLOOD HOUNDS IN CUBA—FOR WHAT, EXCEPT TO 
HUNT THE NEGROS? 


A letter from Mantanzas, (Vuba,) received in New York, men- 
tions that the United States schooner, of war, Flirt, had taken on board a 
fresh supply of bloodhounds to hunt down the Florida Indians; but a New 
York paper says that the bloodhounds have been tried, and are of no use— 

“« An Indian warrior was captured a few days ago by the troops near 
Suwanne, Old Town Hammock, with all his camp utensils, and the first 
and only experiment was tried with these ter:ible bloodhounds. Thus: 
the dog was kept close to the Indian, to get well acquainted with the 
scent; then the Indian was taken some distance, and the monster let 
loose. He would no more trail, track, hunt, or follow, than a red heifer, 
and nothing could induce him. The plan is a decisive failure.” 





A SLAVE WHIPPED TO DEATH. 


(From the Heanpaliet-)—-senenet of a letter from Havana.— 
Six days since, a slaveholder, two miles from here, in a fit of rage, 
whipped one of his negros so severely as to cause his death. He 
then sent two other negros to bury him, but when they arrived at 
the yard, the old free negro whose business it is to bury the dead, 
discovering that the dead man had every appearance of having 
been killed by violent hands, refused to inter the body, and sent 
immediately to the captain of the district, who came and exa- 
mined the body, and questioned the other slaves, all of whom 
testified to the facts, and had them immediately communicated to 
the governor, who sent a company of soldiers, and brought the 
slave-holder before him ; and fromjtestimony adduced, he was sen- 
tenced to prison for life, to serve an apprenticeship at breaking 
stones, for Macadamizing the streets ! 

About twenty miles from here, (some four weeks since, ) aslave- 
holder abused one of his slaves, and the physician who attended 
the slaves neglected to inform against the master, and for this 
neglect he was sentenced to prison, nor has he as yet been able, 
with all the influence of his friends and money, to get released from 
his confinement. Thus you see the difference between republican 
and monarchial slavery, the one makes laws to protect only the 
master, and these laws are made by the people; while the other, 
whose laws emanate from the throne, are of a character to protect 
the slave from the abuse of the master. I have become fully 
satisfied that “ Republican Slavery,” of all others, is incalculably 
the most severe and horrid in its effects. 


INSTITUT D’AFRIQUE. 


WE consider it due to M. Hippolyte De Saint Anthoine to in- 
sert his reply to Mr. Turnbull’s letter on the Institut d’ Afrique, 
and addressed to Galignani’s Messenger of the 5thinstant. Of the 
Institut’ itself, we are not in possession of much information to lay 
before our readers. 

‘¢ Srr,—You inserted in your journal of the 2d inst. a letter on the sub- 
ject of the African Institution, evidently written with the intention of 
bringing into disrepute this French and international establisbment, 
founded for the purpose of protecting the African race, and, at the same 
time, for accomplishing the civilisation, with the general colonisation, of 
Africa. I lay before you letters from five presidents, which destroy a 
malevolent allegation by written evidence. As to the considerable sum to 
which the letter above referred to alludes, it amounts at this time to the 
sum of £21, still in the hands of our bankers. It is not with such weak 
resources that the Institute could support itself. I am not surprised at 
this attack ; for it is ever the fate of great and good undertakings to attract 
envy and hatred. One of the founders of the Institution, and devoted as 
much as any man can be by my principles, as shown by my writings, to 
the cause of the blacks, I id have been equally wanting to my own 
character and personal feelings, as to the dignity of the institution, if I 
had not immediately taken up its defence. I shall confine my answer to 
this. Nevertheless I shall make it my pleasure, as it is my duty, to leave 
the archives of the institution open to examination. The President and 
Secretary’s offices are at No. 7, Rue Saint Florentin. The meeting-room 
of the institution is at No 7, Rue Neuve des Capucines, where the sittings 
of the institution are held twice every month. Any person may be pre- 
sent, on applying for a ticket by letter. Its j will make known all 
its acts, and its editors will be able to defend its cause, and, if need be, 
their own persis. I expect, Sir, from your well-known impartiality, the 
insertion of this letter in your next number, and offer you, in this antici- 
pation, the thanks of your very humble and most obedient servant, 

“HiprotyTs pg Saint ANTHOINE.” 


ANTI-SLAVERY INTERVIEW WITH THE KING OF 
| THE FRENCH. 


Mr. Turnbull, the author of “ Travels in the West,” Mr. J. H. 
Tredgold, the Secretary of the British and F Anti-Slavery Socie 
and the Rev. Dr. Wright of St-Germain-en-Laye, formerly colonial 
Chaplain at the Cape of Good Hope, had the honour of a private audience 
of the King on Friday, to present an address, imploring his Majesty to 
take the earliest and most effective means of securing the abolition of the 
odious traffic in slaves and the extinction of slavery itself. In the course 
of a long and interesting conversation, his Majesty displayed an intimate 
acquaintance with the subject in all its bearings, and expressed the utmost 
abhorrence of the system arising from the scenes he had himself witnessed 
in Cuba forty years ago. ith regard to the continuance of the 
toleration of slavery in the French West Indies, his Majesty spoke with 
the degree of reserve rendered imperative by the position of the 
questions with which it is connected in the chambers, at the same time 
assuring the gentlemen of the Geputation that he would transmit their 
address to his council, and recommend its humane obj to their 
serious consideration. His Majesty admitted that an early amelioration 
of the legal condition of the slaves had become indispensable, but seemed 
of opinion that an intermediate state, resembling that of the adscripti 
glebce of ancient Rome, or the serfs of the north of Europe, might be a 
convenient preliminary to the ieeae: of complete freedom. 

The following is the address :— 
a * it please Your Majesty, 

e the citizens of a friendly nation who glory in the strict alliance 
which our beloved sovereign maintains with your Majesty, approach your 
royal person with sentiments of wonton respect, i Sour 
Majesty’s beneficent interposition in behalf of that long persecuted African 
race whose sufferings and wrongs we have severally witnessed in various 
regions of the world. 

It is since the commencement of your Majesty’s reign, that the African 
slave-trade has been practically abolished throughout your Majesty’s 
dominions. If the same reign were to witness also the abolition of 
state of slavery which still unhappily prevails, the glory of the double 
achievement would far surpass all the triumphs of philanthropy obtained 
by any single monarch since the creation of the world. Between the 
suppression of the English slave-trade in the reign of George the Third 
and the final abolition of slavery in that of William the Fourth, a peri 
of twenty-seven years was suffered to elapse. 

The peaee and prosperity which have blessed the auspicious reign of 
the king of the French, the benevolence of your Majesty’s heart, the 
wisdom of your government, and the unanimity of your people, afford 
abundant guarantees that a much shorter interval will suffice to accom- 
plish the wishes of all the friends of humanity. 

We have already sufficient experience of the results of emancipation as 

manifested in the progressive improvement of the free labouring pdpula- 
tion of the British colonies in habits of order and industry, and in the 
remarkable diminution of crime, to be able to affirm that the advent of 
freedom has been attended with signal success. 
’ It is to France that the world now looks, not alone for the emancipation 
of the handful of slaves she possesses in her own colonies; but, through 
her example for the practical recognition of the principle that slavery 
and the slave-trade are no longer to be any where tolerated at this 
advanced period of the nineteenth century. 

We pray your Majesty's acceptance of a work prepared by one of our 
number, entitled ‘‘ Travels in the West,” in which is disclosed a new 
and simple plan for the prompt and peaceful abolition of the African 
slave-trade. This plan has obtained the cordial approbation of the British 
and Foreign Anti-slavery Society, of which, another of our number is the 
secretary, and having been submitted to her Britannic Majesty’s govern- 
ment, it has attracted the serious attention of several of its members, and 
more especially of the noble lord who negociated the existing treaty 
with Spain, to which your Majesty’s government has since become a 
party. 

To a measure which interferes with no existing law, the consent of the 
Spanish and Brazilian governments would doubtless be easily obtained, if 
France and England were to concur in demanding it. 

It is to promote so desirable an object and earnestly implore your 
Majesty to take into your gracious consideration the earliest and most 
effective means of securing the abolition of the odious traffic in slaves, 
and the speedy and universal extinction of slavery itself -that we now re- 
spectfully throw ourselves at your Majesty’s feet. 

(Signed) D. TurnButt, 
J. H. TrepGorp, 
W. Wrient. - 


Paris, 
May 8th, 1840. 


PROGRESS OF THE ABOLITION CAUSE IN FRANCE. 

The following are a translated extract from a letter 
addressed by a leading member of the French Chamber of Deputies 
to Mr. Turnbull, the author of “ Travels in the West.”— 

‘¢ The discussion on the sugar Jaw has been exceedingly favourable to 
the friends of negro emancipation. Messers. Laplagne, Berryer, 
Duvergier de Hauraime, Duchatel, and Dumont the defenders of the 
colonies whom we regard as our adversaries have all acknowledged 
the necessity of abolishing slavery and of engaging in it with perse- 
verance. The president of the council also has held the same language, 
until the social transformation has been accomplished in the colonies, 
M. Thiers cannot attempt to destroy the indigenous sugar. 

‘‘ T should be glad to know what passed at your audience with the king. 
If his Majesty has resolved to move in this question, it cannot fail to 
advance with rapid strides. Had my name been inscribed to speak in this 
debate, I should have been able with the aid of your book to have rectified 
the errors of a former minister of finance, who has asserted that the 
number of slaves in Cuba is trifling as compared with the whites, a fact 
which is only true of Porto Rico. M. de Toqueville is to bring forward 
his motion on Tuesday next, for fixing a day for the discussion of the 
project of M. de Tracy, unless the president of the council in the name of 
the government shall declare his readiness to adopt its principle.” 


ae an American Paper.)—39,056 persons have petitioned 











legislature United States, on the abolition of 
slavery, and kindred matters during their late session, 
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TEXAS AND FRANCE. 
(From the Emancipator.) 


The Texians are disposed to make the utmost of the hasty re- 
eognition of their nationality by the government of France. The 
recent arrival of a diplomatic agent is thus heralded :— 

“ The arrival of M. de y, Charge Waffaires from the 
court of France to Texas, was productive of immense gratifi- 
cation. His visit was made the occasion of a grand display 
in the shape of a ae procession, vf which he was met in 
the wild and beautiful valley of the Colorado, some few miles 
from Austin, and escorted to his lodgings by the mayor and 
civil authorities, General Henderson, late minister to France 
and England, the hon. secre of war, most of the heads 
of departments and bureaus, and a considerable concourse of 
citizens and strangers.” 

If this M. de Saligny” can read English, and takes the papers, 
he must have been greatly flattered on perusing in the Houston 
Morning Star, of Feb. 17, a letter from Dr. Francis Moore, Jun., 
one of the Texian senators, in reply to one of his constituents, who 
asked him why he opposed taking the census, by which his county 
would have been more fairly represented. Dr. Moore says in the 
first go — 

* It was proved beyond a doubt that the population of the re- 
public was not sufficiently great to authorize a constitutional 
in rease of the representatives, and consequently the measures 
would have been useless, and the expense wasted. To those who 
have been accustomed to hear THE MAGNIFIED REPORTS 
of the Leopeon of Texas, as published in the United States Jour- 

this account may seem chimerical, but if any individual 
doubts this assertion, by turning through the files of the Telegraph 
and noticing the votes in each county at the annual election, he 
will be convinced of its truth. 

« The second reason that induced me to vote against the bill, 
was, that it would injuriously affect our foreign relations. We 
are just on the point of opening communications with several 
foreign powers, for the recognition of. our independence and the 
extension of our commerce. Ifacensus were taken just at this 
juncture, and the result should be published to the world, SHOW- 

NG OUR POPULATION TO BE LESS THAN ONE-FIFTH 
of its estimated limit, England, Belgium, Spain, and other powers 
might be disposed to regard us as too diminutive to deserve notice. 
Ind , General Henderson, when the bill was before the senate, 
informed me, that in negotiating with the French minister for the 
late treaty, he was COMPELLED TO REFER TO THE EX- 
AGGERATED REPORTS OF THE UNITED STATES 
JOURNALS, in which the population of Texas is rated at from 
300,000 to 500,000. Had the census been taken, and the French 
minister enabled to refer to the statistical tables of the republic, 
and found the population /ess than the least sum above mentioned, 
(General Henderson observed,) he might not have considered the 

uestion relative to OUR RECOGNITION OF SUFFICIENT 
{MPORTANCE TO ENGAGE HIS ATTENTION.” 

- We shall transmit this statement to our European correspon- 
dents, in such a way, that it will not be lost sight of. The fol- 
lowing recent intelligence from Mexico, which we find in the 
New York Morning Chronicle, March 24th, will be interesting to 
those who hold Texas stock. 

_ Latest From Merxtco.—Spirit or THE Mexican JourNAts.— 
The treaty of indemnity for claims of citizens of the United States 

ainst Mexico has been ratified. 

~ General Santa Anna, it is said, had obtained his passports, with 
the view of travelling, whether in the United States or in Europe 
was not known, 

The pension granted by a former Congress to the widow and 
family of the late Emperor Yturbide, had been discussed by the 
Con , and confirmed. 

The Mexican Congress had authorized the government to Lorrow 
1,000,000 dollars, at not less than eighty cents. for a dollar. This 
loan is to be one of the ways and means for carrying on the expe- 
dition against Texas. The principal resource of the government 
for this projected invasion is the capitation tax, of which we have 
heretofore spoken. The Gazette of Tamaulipas alludes to this 
invasion of Texas in terms of confidence :— 

The campaign of ‘Bexas will achieve much glory for Mexico, 
and restore her name and her honour. The slavery of the black 
man, which is tolerated in Texas, and which was the cause of the 

pvolution, will arm the Mexicans to drive those usurpers beyond the 

Sabine. Mexico gives freedom to men of all colours, and she has 
her destiny to fulfil in this respect.” 

_ So, it seems, Mexico has her destiny, “ giving freedom to all 
colours,” as an off-set to the destiny of the Anglo-Saxons, which 
the Texian advocates have so much relied on—“ getting possession 
of all the land. We have a strong presentiment that the first is 
ac destiny, and will stand the longest. Somebody will live 
to know. | 





TEXIAN STATISTICS. 
The whole story told—The following minute statistics of 


Austin are said to be correct:—On the first of January, 1840, the 
who pulation, members of congress, speculators, gamblers, loafers, 

ul, amounted to 856—whites 711. hite adult males 550, white 
jos ‘ing off i families 75, mechanics 35, lawyers 4, 
6, ces 2, taverns 6, stores 9 cers 9, billiard 
nd faro banks 6—Houston Star.’ 2 i ; 
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PERSECUTION IN JAMAICA. 
(age attention of the Friends of Religion, Justice, and Freedom, 
is earnestly solicited to certain iniquitous proceedings which have 
recently taken place in Jamaica, which, if not promptly and vigorously met, — 
threaten not only the ruin of those against whom they have been directed, 
but the destruction of that liberty which has been purchased for the Negro 
at so costly a sacrifice. 

At the haslas for the county of Cornwall, held at Montego Bay in July 
last, various actions were brought, under different pretexts, against several 
well-known friends of the labouring classes in that Island. Amongst the 
victims of these proceedings were a Clergyman of the Church of Engleyt. 
a Missionary belonging to the Baptist Society, and some of the magistrates 
specially appointed for the protection of the emancipated population, in 
each of which cases the jurors decided against the party accused, and 
in most of them with enormous damages, under circumstances which 
can leave no doubt that the design is to ruin those whose hatred of 
oppression has rendered them obnoxious to the enemies of freedom. 

At the same Assizes, a criminal information, filed by order of the Court 
against the Editor of a local newspaper for grossly defaming a Baptist 
minister, was tried, and the jury, without the formality of retiring to con- 
sider their verdict, immediately acquitted the defendant, contrary to the 
express direction of the Chief Justice, and the plaintiff was left with 
his injuries unredressed, and a heavy amount of legal expenses to pay. 

These violent and reckless proceedings appear to have pn a 
greater excitement than has been known in the island since the-imsur= 
retion in 1832. 

The Negros behave with admirable moderation, but they feel most 
deeply at the prospect of their best friends and protectors, of whom it 
was once sought to deprive them by brute force, now falling victims to the 
more specious, but not less effectual weapons of oppression, in the form of 
legal proceedings. 

The juries on these occasions were almost wholly composed of persons 
belonging to a class who have uniformly and bitterly opposed the abo- 
lition of slavery, and the friends of the Anti-Slavery cause, and there is no 
hope whatever of obtaining justice for the parties against whom these 
verdicts have been given, but by an appeal to the Court of Error in the 
Island, and, if requisite, to the ultimate tribunal in this country, which 
will involve heavy legal expenses in addition to those already incurred. 

To meet these expenses, an earnest appeal is now made to the liberality 
of the British public. 

The following gentlemen have been appointed a Committee, with power 
to add to their number, to lay the particulars of these atrocious proceedings 
fully before the public, to promote subscriptions for the purposes contem- 
plated, and for similar cases of oppression, and to superintend the appro- 
priation of the funds collected. 


COMMITTEE. 
Samvet Gurney, Esq. Treasurer. 


Charles Lushington, Esq. M.P. Rev. Thomas Scales, Leeds. 
T. F. Buxton, Esq. William Chapman, Esq. Newcastle- 
William Allen, Esq. upon-Tyne. 
Rev. John Dyer. Isaac Bass, Brighton. 
George Stacey, Esq. J. B. Pease, Esq. Darlington. 
G. W. Alexander, Esq. R. D. Alexander, Esq. Ipswich. 
Rev. I. J. Freeman. Wm. D. Crewdson, Esq. Kendal. 
Robert Forster, Esq. W. T. Blair, Esq. Bath. 
W. B. Gurney, Esq.. Wm. Wilson, Esq. Nottingham. 
Joseph Cooper, Esq. John Cropper, Esq. Liverpool. 
John Scoble, Esq. Rev. John Birt, Manchester. 
Jacob Post, Esq. G. H. Head, Esq. Carlisle. 
Rev. J. Woodwark. Joseph Eaton, Esq. Bristol. 
Thomas Clarkson, Esq. Playford | Richard Rathbone, Esq. Liverpool. 
Hall, near Ipswich. J. Marriage, jun. Esq. Chelmsford. 
Joseph Sturge, Esq. Birmingham Henry Sparkes, Esq. Exeter. 
J.T. Price, Esq. Neath. Jon. Backhouse, Esq. Da 
James Whitehorne, Esq. Bristol. 
27,New Broad Street. 
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Amount already advertised ........e..000+ eseee 146419 0 

Friends at Llanelly, Brecknockshire ........ ceoseesccese 110 0 
Rev. Dr. Hoby, Birmingham ..........-.-eeseeeeess ees $4.0 
Rev. S. Lillycrop, Dover 0... eecccccccccvccsscces 010 6 
Burwood Godlee, Esq., Lewes ....-sseessececceseseves 2.0 0 
John Rickman, Esq. Lewes ......-sssccccccsscccccece 10 0 
Daniel P. Hack, Esq., Brighton.......+.-.eceeeeeee cece 100 
James Edwards, Esq., ditto ....seeesssecseeeeeenees 010 0 
James Trego, Esq., GittO eeevccccccecececcvccsecs 0 5 0 
Richard Patching, Esq., ditto ....+.--seeeeee aeth etees 0 5 0 
Isaac Bass, ditto ScGAUREDRE o6W tc ois CeeR Ces A eS + 0:0 
Messrs. Glaisyer and Kemp, Brighton ..........+.+++++- 1 0 0 
Sir Thomas Blomfield, Bart. ditto ....... Cover eccers 010 0 
Edward Lucas, Esq., Southwick ........ eeatsveesecves 1 00 
Jonah Unwin, Esq., GittO naseicccdvnacscteccecas 010 0 


Subscriptions will be received at the following places :— 

Samuel Gurney, Esq., Treasurer, Lombard-streét. 

Messrs. Herries, Farquhar, and Co. St. James’s-street. 

Messrs. Drewett and Fowler, Bankers, Princes-street,Citv. 

Messrs. Hanburys, Taylor, and Lloyd, Bankers, Lombard-street. 

ris ee Missionary Society’s Office, Fen-court, Fenchurch-street. 

J. H. Tredgold, Esq., Secretary to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 

Society, 27, New Broad Street, or by any of the Membersof the Com- 

mittee, and by Henry Srerry, Sec. 
42, Trinity Square, Borongh. 
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